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We value being: RESPECTFUL SAFE & RESPONSIBLE
Child Safe: Mildura Specialist School is committed to safety and wellbeing of all children
and young people and has a zero tolerance for child abuse.

DATES TO REMEMBER

26 June 2020—Last Day of Term 2
13 July 2020—Term 3 begins

Principal’s Report
It was wonderful to see the students eagerly returning to school last Tuesday. Staff and
students reunited during Circle Time and quickly settled into their routines and work. I
know the bus and taxi staff were also pleased to have everyone on board. There were lots
of comments about how much some students had grown during remote learning. Students enjoyed seeing
all their friends again in class and the yard. It was lovely to hear all the laughter and excited voices in the
school again.
Thank-you to parents and carers for dropping off the borrowed laptops, iPads and chargers and for returning the work packs and medication. Please keep using the class email accounts. During the remote learning
period Day Books were made for students, with limited communication, to communicate what they have
been doing during the day. Teachers will be sending these home. Your feedback would be appreciated. The
leadership team is looking into a platform for instant communication with families and to use
as a data collection and reporting tool. We are collaborating with other schools and providers
to select the best one for our needs.
Many classes joined the National Simultaneous Story Time with the reading of Chicken Divas
on Wednesday. Follow up activities included drama and art. This was certainly a highlight of
the week!
The Assistant Principal position for Mildura Specialist School was recently finalised. It is my
pleasure to announce that David Wright has been appointed to the position. David has been
acting in the position since Term Two last year. Congratulations David!
Cleaning: Cleaning is continuing thr oughout the school day of high touch ar eas such as
door handles, gates and bathrooms. The playground is also being cleaned daily.
Physical Distancing: Thank you to ever yone for using physical distancing in the office
and at the front gate. Staff are physical distancing within the school.
Health and Safety: Staff, students and par ents who feel unwell should not attend school.
Anyone who in unwell at school will be sent home until they have recovered. Staff and students are washing their hands frequently and hand sanitiser is also available throughout the school.
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Congratulations to our recent Award winners. This week we held our first virtual
assembly. Classes watched the video in their class and certificates were handed
out as they were announced. Thank you to Matt Leslie for all his work to make the
videos with all the presenters. The school captains and vice captains did a wonderful job reading the School Wide Positive Behaviour Support Awards. Well done to
Mrs Weaving and the students from Room Two for being the first class to hold a
virtual assembly.
Excursions and Hydrotherapy Programs continue to be cancelled. We will advise when
these will be resuming once we are notified.
Reminder: Before school and after school supervision – Students are supervised from
8.45am before school and until 3.15pm after school.
Enjoy the upcoming long weekend.
Penny Hale
Principal

SWPBS NEWS
School has resumed and students are learning about social distancing and keeping safe at school. We have
started a new way of having assembly by watching it on the screens in the classroom. Classes still have an
opportunity to do their SWPBS presentation about what they have been learning. Congratulations to all the
Award winners this fortnight. I have added an activity about Respect you can do with your child to help
with understanding what respect means in your home.
Karen Gardiner

Principal Awards

Room 2 - Paige: for reading the Big Book ‘Monkey Puzzle’ to the class.
Room 2 - Indy-Lou: for reading her library book out loud and writing sentences each day.
Room 5 - Lacie: for continuing with all of the school routines after being away from school for such a
long time.
Room 6 - Kane: for working diligently through his learning tasks at school.
Room 16 - Mirage: for Independently using his communication device to request an activity and waiting
for permission from staff.
Room 17 - Isaiah: for playing well with his friends
Room 21 - Lucy: for assisting her peers to settle back into school life.
Room 22 - Benjamin: for his consistent focus to work through mathematics problems at school.
Room 23 - Ethan: for enthusiasm and positive attitude towards school since returning from remote
learning
Room 25 - Ashton: for using his communication device and laminated analogue clock to work on ‘Half
Past’ time.
SWPBS Awards
Room 2 - Azealia: for following instructions to glue feathers and glitter onto a crown.
Room 5 - Kera-Lee: for following the new routine to wash her hands like a Soapy Hero.

Room 16 - Keoni: for following instructions to complete jobs given by staff in the playground and the
classroom.
Room 17 - David: for using kind words and beautiful manners.
Room 21 - Brooke: for following teacher instructions with increased hygiene routines.
Room 25 - Darcy: for making changes to his routine and following these in order to be “SAFE”
Art Awards
Room 8 - Deejay: for independently working out the pieces to fit a mosaic image by referring to the photograph provided.
Room 18 - Shania: for returning to class, changing her approach to the work and staying on task for the
remainder of the activity.
Early Years’ News
Thank you for completing the activities in your work packs during remote learning. Indy practised her
counting during a game of Snakes and Ladders and enjoyed exploring the garden at home and helped out
pruning the grape vines. Here is Hannah colouring and counting raindrops at home. Welcome back to
school everyone it is so good to see you.

I•

PRIMARY YEARS’ NEWS
Primary teachers were overwhelmed by the wonderful greeting they received from students returning to
school last week. It was terrific to see the students being so enthusiastic about getting back to the school
routine.
In the yard, the students are focusing on trying different
activities. Annabel has been regularly asking for the swing at
play times. Lacie climbed to new heights on the Spider Web.
Last Wednesday we joined in with over one million students
across Australia to celebrate National Simultaneous Story
Reading. The book read was Whitney and Britney Chicken
Divas. In Room 10, Aiden created a colourful reflection of the
story and Fida pasted feathers onto a print of his hand to design
his colourful Chicken Diva. Tobias in Room 9 chose colours
carefully to produce his Chicken Diva.

During Design and Technology,
Room 6 has been working on constructing marble runs.

Kane creating his own
marble run using Jenga
blocks.

Room 5 are focusing on fitness
through daily bike riding, Deshawn
said he likes riding the bikes.

PAL NEWS
It is wonderful to see students’ smiling faces returning to school this past week and settling quickly back
into classroom routines after the remote learning period. This week we enjoyed our first videoed assembly to comply with the new no face to face assembly requirements. We enjoyed watching the input students had into creating the videos for the assembly and to be able to sit back and watch it in the comfort
of the classroom.

On Wednesday 27 May 2020 we celebrated the ‘National Simultaneous
Story Time’ promoted by the Australian Library and Information Association. The book shared this year was called “Whitney and Britney
Chicken Divas” written and illustrated by Lucinda Gifford. After reading the story students completed a variety of follow up activities.

SVCAL NEWS
During Digital Technology sessions,
students in the Darling Room are
learning how to use Microsoft Office to
send and receive emails and
attachments.
Students use Microsoft Power Point to
present information by creating a presentation on how to manage different emotions.

The Darling Room girls have been spending time with
their buddy group, Room One. They have been learning about responsibility, kindness and leadership.

Isac created a diorama
around his origami
chicken. He did an
amazing job!! It is very
creative and is proudly
displayed in Room 23.

Room 22 students have been learning about
writing procedures. We are learning to
make lemonade. It was very sour and tasty.
Pictured is Jordan making lemonade and
Dale’s written procedure from the activity.

STUDENTS ARE BACK AND SO ARE ART AWARDS!

Students returned to school eager after the lockdown period covering the first six weeks of this term.
Although they were keen to leap into visual projects again, the past week has been spent revisiting the
activities sent home in work packs over the first part of term.
One of the students who made an impressive restart to the term was Shania from Room 18. The remarkable
restart on her part was her showing how effective and positive her learning could be by engaging in her
work.
Meanwhile in Room 8 Deejay was showing independence through his ability to recognise colours and patterns in an exercise the class did with Jamie. The task was to recognise and rearrange an image of the Sunraysia Mural in Ninth Street. All students in Room 8 successfully assembled the image but Deejay demonstrated an understanding of how to use the image of the mural when recreating his own version of it. Well
done to these students for such a positive restart upon returning to school last week!
Staff and students from the
Woodwork Room, Brendan,
Erica, Jim and Kayne grew
these potatoes and carrots.

Sleep is very important for mental health and growth. If you are finding it hard for either yourself or your
children to get back into a good sleeping routine after home learning, visit the following website for information tips and tricks to getting back into a healthy sleep routine.
Raising Children - https://raisingchildren.net.au/toddlers/sleep/better-sleep-settling/sleep-better-tips
Key points
 A routine that includes relaxing time before bed and a regular bedtime and wake-up time can help your
child settle better, for sleep.
 Help your child settle for sleep with a sleep environment that’s quiet and dimly lit.
 Make sure your child has enough food at the right time, sunlight during the day, and no caffeine in the
afternoon or evening.

Effective Communication

This week’s article is on effective communication between parents and children. Over the past few weeks as parents (or for some
of us at least) we have pushed our communication capabilities with our children working from home. As a parent I know I had a
few testing times. I looked at information on the subject over a few websites and this one from Reach Out has some handy tips I
thought I’d share in the newsletter.
What is effective communication?
You and your child are communicating effectively when:
 you both feel able to talk freely about your feelings, and you feel heard and understood.
 you talk about all the little stuff, and you feel comfortable talking about the tough stuff when you need to
you have a close and easy way of sharing things, and you both know you won’t be judged because you love and care about each
other.
What can help in communicating effectively with your child?
Here are some tips that can help you have positive and constructive conversations with your child.
 Being genuinely interested and curious about what your child is telling you.
 Giving them your undivided attention.
 Show empathy – put yourself in your child’s shoes.
 Avoid just giving them instructions or unwanted advice.
Pick up on the emotion ------– it shows your taking their feeling seriously.
Barriers to effective communication
Try to minimise the following, which act as barriers to effective communication.
 Interruptions and distractions, which can make it seem like you’re not interested in what your child is saying.
 Jumping in with advice, rather than listening to what your child has to say.
 Judging what your child has to say and not validating their point of view.
Interrogating your child by firing questions at them.
For more information on the subject you can find it at https://parents.au.reachout.com
Darren Jones – Student Wellbeing Coordinator.

