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We value being: RESPECTFUL SAFE & RESPONSIBLE
Child Safe: Mildura Specialist School is committed to safety and wellbeing of all children
and young people and has a zero tolerance for child abuse.

DATES TO REMEMBER

19—22 October Book Week.
23 October—Public Holiday—Thank you Day—No school.
2 November—Pupil Free Day
3 November—Melbourne Cup Public Holiday– No school
18 December—Pupil Free Day

TERM 4
SUNSMART

Principal’s Report
Dear Parents and Carers
COVID 19 Update
On behalf of our school, I want to say a big thank you to all our students, parents and carers for your continued resilience and support throughout this year. I know remote and flexible learning has not always been
easy, but through our collective efforts, our students have continued to make valuable progress in their
learning. You can be confident that our school will support any student who has fallen behind to catch up.
Term 4 is important for every Victorian student, and our teachers will strive to deliver high-quality learning
for everyone. Whether we’re teaching remotely or face-to-face, our focus for Term 4 is on making sure that
every student is supported in their wellbeing, learning and transition needs.
The Victorian Government has outlined the staged return to on-site schooling for all students as part of its
gradual roadmap towards reopening.
Term 4 on-site schooling arrangements for students
Following advice of the Victorian Chief Health Officer, the Victorian Government has released a staged
approach for students to return to on-site schooling.
The purpose of the plan is to get students back in the classroom as soon and as safely as possible without
putting at risk all that has been achieved through the period of restrictions to reduce the spread of coronavirus (COVID-19).
For our school, the following arrangements apply: Students continue with on-site learning from October 5.
Mental health and wellbeing
Our highest priority will be the wellbeing, particularly the mental health, of every student and member of
staff. This means effectively mobilising all available resources to support our most vulnerable students and
enabling staff to access the relevant support services.
Learning and excellence
Some of our students have thrived in the remote and flexible learning environment, others have maintained
their learning progress, and some have fallen behind, despite their best efforts and those of their families
and teachers. Our priority will be supporting both those who need it to catch up and those who have progressed to continue to extend their learning.
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Transitions
We will make every effort to ensure successful transitions for children moving from kindergarten into Prep,
the Grade 6s moving into Year 7, and the Year 12s moving into employment or further education and training.
We know some families are worried that their child may have to repeat a year due to the disruptions of
coronavirus (COVID-19). There is little evidence to support the benefits of repeating a year to catch up.
Instead, schools will use teaching strategies that draw on the best evidence available to help students meet
their learning needs.
Parents, families and carers can be confident that the best option for almost every child is to stay with their
peer group, whether that is moving from kindergarten into Prep, moving from Grade 6 into Year 7 at secondary school, or students moving up any year level in between.
Our school, working with you, has shown it can be flexible and adaptable in responding to the challenges of
coronavirus (COVID-19) and will continue to meet student needs as we look towards the end of the 2020
school year and ahead to 2021.
Please find the Managing Unwell Students Factsheet within the newsletter.
Other News

The students enjoyed the Covid Safe Activity Day held during the last week of school. Thank
you to the Sports' Committee for all their organisation and to Lauren Rohde for taking individual photos of students.
Preparations are underway for our Art Exhibition during week two. This will showcase a
piece of art work by every student. Photos will be shared.

Staff were very excited to see that excursions can resume. You will receive a note for
every excursion this term seeking your permission. We want to keep you informed about
our practices to keep everyone safe, so you can make an informed decision. The note will
contain information about our Covid 19 adjustments. Please sign the note and return to
school for your child to participate.
Please note: The Department (which includes our school) does not have accident insurance. Items of personal property that are lost, stolen or damaged at school are not the responsibility of Mildura Specialist
School or the Department. Staff and students are reminded not to bring items of value to school.

Penny Hale
Principal

NEWS AROUND THE SCHOOL
October is AAC awareness month and the theme for this year is Bridging the Silence through Solidarity.
At Mildura Specialist School, speech pathologists and classroom staff work collaboratively to create a
community and we aim to create a positive AAC culture that supports our students to become independent communicators.
In agreement, common interest and mutual support there is solidarity.

SWPBS News
At the end of last term we were lucky to have Room 15 being very responsible running our assembly.
They used switches, iPad and eye gaze to respectfully introduce all of the different elements of the assembly.
They told us they have been learning about being responsible by listening to and using our core words.
They use the core words while explaining what happens in stories they hear, SPOT group, cooking group
and in games in mathematics.

NEWS AROUND THE SCHOOL

Sports’ Activity Day Term 3 2020

Term 3 ended in fun with all of the students enjoying a Covid 19 Safe Activity Day. This replaced the
usual Mildura Specialist School Sports Day. Students dressed up in their house colours and participated in
modified activities taken from the regular sports day..

Principal Awards
Room 1 - Xavier: for being a good friend and using his initiative and passing the ‘help’ card to a class
friend.
Room 3 - Benjamin: for following directions to put classroom equipment away.
Room 9 - Denzel: for successful learning, class participation and positive outside play. Keep up the great
work Denzel.
Room 10 - Ali: for following directions and bike riding independently during Physical Education.
Room 15 - Kayla: for responding responsibly during Circle Time.
Room 17 - Ellara: for trying to communicate more.
Room 21 - Brooke: for completing all your work pack when on remote learning. Awesome effort Brooke,
you worked really hard.
Room 25 - Darcy: for bettering his timed running lap of the basketball court track by 30 seconds.
Room 25 - Ashton: for using his communication device to view a video about instructions for his new
electric wheelchair.
SWPBS Awards
Room 1 - Nathaniel: by being responsible by holding his scissors safely while walking in the classroom.
Room 3 - Kyson: by lining up in the correct order when asked.
Room 15 - Spencer: by using his Eye Gaze to complete spelling tasks.
Room 17 - Hannah: by doing great self management.
Room 21 - Christian: by requesting quiet time outside the room and leaving in a responsible way.
Room 25 - Sam: by following staff instructions during Circle Time by listening to his peers, taking turns
and contributing to class discussion.

Early Years’ News
WOW, we cannot believe it is Term 4! We hope everyone had an enjoyable and relaxing break. With the
weather warming up, we would like to give a reminder that students should wear a wide brim hat for outside play and please put a name on student jumpers and jackets. We are looking forward to an exciting
term ahead!
At the end of last term, students dressed up for our Covid Safe Sports Day and enjoyed completing sports
activities with their class in the courtyard.
Pictured below: Lachlan and Brax are engaging in our Sports’ Day activities.

Primary Years’ News
Welcome to Term 4. We hope you had a relaxing and restful holiday. It’s great to see the students return
looking relaxed and ready for learning. In term 4 we return to being a sun smart school which means students and staff need to wear a broad brim or bucket hat. Please remember to label hats and all clothing as
we move into the warmer days. Each student needs to bring a water bottle as the bubble taps remain
closed. Keeping hydrated is a key component to self-regulation, concentration and learning. This term
some of the upper primary classes will be learning about Celebrations Around the World. It’s here again!
Start getting organised with your costumes. Book week will be held in week 3.

Secondary Personal Applied Learning News
Welcome back to all students for this last term of 2020. We look forward to a return to on-site learning,
plenty of sunny warm weather, educational and enjoyable activities at school and in the local community,
plus preparation for Graduation for some of our older pupils. Some students in PAL section returned to
SPOT (Speech and Occupational Therapy) sessions this week. During SPOT group, Room 24 students
played games that focussed on social skills and fine motor skills. These skills included turn taking, recognising whose turn it is, labelling a colour or placing items carefully so they don’t make you lose the game!

SECONDARY—VCAL News
Welcome back for Term Four. Secondary students will
be working hard this term to complete their goals. This is
a photo of Skye in the Darling Room, working on adding
money amounts together and giving change.

VCAL Small Business Venture
Senior students are kicking goals to hit their VCAL outcomes this year by developing and running a project titled Mildura Specialist School Small Business Venture. They have created an online stall selling
handcrafted products to the school community including families and extended family members.
Students have investigated, resourced, and made calculations around the viability of producing and selling goods in this business venture. Their goal is to beautify the school grounds with one to two large Wall
Arts (graffiti wall). The artwork will be the students' design and labour. Before we can start, the group
will need to raise money to pay for materials to be used in creating the Wall Art, hence the development
of this School Stall.
What is for sale?
Handmade Natural Body Scrubs. Fragrances are: Vanilla coconut,
Strawberry and Peppermint in 120ml jar.
Price $5.00 each or special deal $8.00 for two jars any fragrance.
Handmade and original designed calico bags with drawstrings.
Size 30 cm x 28 cm. Price $5.00 each.
Shoelaces (long). Colours available are: Black or White with gold tips,
Black with gold flecks or White with gold flecks. Price $5.00 a pair.

Homemade Tomato Relish Price $5.00
Pickled baby cucumbers Price $8.00
Unique Postcard Art Price $2.00 each
Friendship Rocks individually designed $5.00 large and $4.00 small
How do you make a purchase?
Order forms will be available for customers to view and make selections of products. Return your order
form with payment to Room 18 and 19 or one of our VCAL students you know. Orders will be processed
and purchases delivered using COVID safe steps.
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SCHOOL REMINDERS Cont……..
EXCURSIONS

All excursions can be paid by instalments, either at the school office or
online through the school account. See above for details for the school
bank account.
Please ensure all relevant forms are signed and returned with payment before the due date.

CAMPS, SPORTS AND EXCURSION FUNDS (CSEF)

PAYMENTS

School fees, camps, excursion
and cooking costs etc. can be
paid to our Bank Account details are
Commonwealth Bank
BSB: 063 557
Account No: 10080861
Please enter the name of student and activity you are paying
for.
Thankyou

The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF) commenced in 2015.
Families holding a valid means-tested concession card (Centrelink Card/
Health Care Card) or temporary foster parents are eligible to apply for CSEF. $125 per year is paid for eligible primary school students, and $225 per year is paid for eligible secondary school students. A special
consideration eligibility category also exists. Payments are made directly to the school.
CSEF applications forms are available at the front office.

MEDICAL

At Mildura Specialist School we have children who are at risk of an anaphylactic reaction to nuts in the
school. Please be mindful of this when preparing your child’s lunch or snacks.

HEADLICE

As a school community, we share the responsibility to control and manage head lice infections. Head lice have been
around for many thousands of years and cannot be eradicated. Supporting each other to minimize their spread is
vital.
It is important to check your child’s head regularly with conditioner and comb even when you don’t think your child
has head lice.

MEDICATION

In the interests of safe practice, medication must be brought to the office in its original packaging by an adult and
paper work completed to authorise school personnel to administer it.

Please note: Students are not to transport medication to school.
CANTEEN NEWS The canteen will operate each Friday; orders must be completed and returned to school no later than Tuesday morning of that week.
For your convenience an order form is attached with this newsletter.
Order forms are also available from the school office or can be downloaded and printed
from the MSS website.
All lunch orders must be in on Tuesday mornings.

UNIFORMS

Our school uniforms are supplied by LASER SIGN & PRINT and are available from 3 Andriske Crt Mildura. Contact person is
Darran Seaman, phone: 03 5021 1129 mob: 0429 437 858. For all other enquiries for uniforms please contact the school.

PARENT/GUARDIAN/CARER CONCERNS

If you have a concern with any aspect of your child’s education, please contact the Office (5021 3311). They will:
1. Put you in touch with the appropriate person
2. Help organise a meeting with the appropriate person.
It is important that your concerns are addressed as quickly as possible.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
Parents/Carers please take note of Parent Pick Up times.
Early Years and Upper Primary Years: 2:40—2.50 PM
Secondary Years and VCAL. 2.50—3.00PM
This is to help ease congestion on Deakin Ave and for safety of cars and students.

