
Principal’s Report 

 

DATES TO  REMEMBER 
25 March –Lake Cullulleraine  Activity week 
1-5 April –Alpine Bike Camp  
23 April –Student Free  Day – Staff Professional Learning  
5 April –Last day of Term 1—Early Departure –2.30pm finish  
24 April –Students Resume for Term 2 
15 July –Student Free Day – Staff Professional Learning   
 

MILDURA SPECIALIST SCHOOL    
Newsletter    No :   5                          DATE:    28 March 2019 

 
We value being: RESPECTFUL   SAFE  &  RESPONSIBLE  

 
Child Safe:  Mildura Specialist School is committed to safety and wellbeing of all children 

and young people and has a zero tolerance for child abuse.  

Farewell:  I wish to take this opportunity to farewell our school community as I make the big decision to retire follow-
ing Term 2 leave. After 25 years at the school, it will certainly be a massive change in lifestyle and I will miss the won-
derful students, families and colleagues I work with.  
I would also like to acknowledge the wonderful support of school council over the 16 years I have been Principal. I believe we 
have a great school and offer a diverse, engaging and challenging curriculum. Our pathways of education continue to develop 
to meet the needs of students. Our staff are dedicated and have expertise in areas they teach and continue to research and learn 
to improve their teaching. Our Allied Health team are wonderful. We have a strong leadership team and a clear direction for 
2019 and beyond. The school is in a sound financial position with wonderful facilities. I feel privileged to have worked at 
M.S.S. with so many wonderful colleagues. The students and families I met over the past 25 years at the school have been 
amazing. While sad to leave, I have so many memories of the people who have made M.S.S.  I know the school will continue 
to develop as a fantastic resource for our families and those in schools across Sunraysia and beyond.  
 
Leadership: Penny Hale, was appointed Acting Pr incipal, with the Pr incipal position adver tised later  in ter m 2.  
School Council: School Council met on Monday. Connie Aldamiz was elected as President for  the new ter m and Tracey 
Sibun as Vice President. We also welcomed a student member for the first time, School Captain, Nathan Beggs.  Nathan was 
very confident and explained the events organised for the year ahead. He also reported on the success of the Multicultural 
evening. We also welcomed Paul Trevaskis as a teacher representative. We have 2 outstanding vacancies to fill.  
Events: 
The Multi-Cultural Evening organised by Judi L’Huillier and her team of students on the SRC was fantastic.  The line-up of 
performers entertained all and filled the program from 5:45 until 7.30pm. Class projects were displayed in the courtyard and 
flags from around the world made by students in Art classes. 
Camps and Excursions  
Lawn Bowls Activity: Later Years students attended a day at Mildura where they participated in learning the skills associated 
with Lawn Bowls. 
Excursions to Lake Cullulleraine began on Monday with students attending participating in a number of events and usually 
canoeing is the favourite. Ben Stevenson and Jodie Gibson, supported by “Wildside Outdoors”, organised the event for each 
day, to ensure a program full of adventure and team building activities.  
Next week is the last week of ter m before we break for  holidays.  
A number of students will attend the annual Alpine Bike Ride in Myrtleford next week. We wish all participants well and hope 
they can complete the gruelling ride and the bush walks in the mountain terrain.  
On Tuesday, a number of students will attend Golf activities at Riverside Golf Club after participating in training exercises at 
school.  
Friday is our last day of school and our Student Representative Council members have organised a Pyjama Day to raise funds 
for the Royal Children’s Hospital Appeal. Students bring a gold coin and dress in Pyjamas or as a medical worker or patient.  
 
Finally, I wish you all well over  the holiday break and for  the future.  
 
Regards 
Marg Curran  
Principal  
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TERM 1  
SUNSMART  



 
 

 

 SWPBS—School Wide Positive Behaviour Support 
 
For the final three weeks of Term One, the school has been concentrating on the ‘Be Responsible’ part of our School Wide Pos-

itive Behaviour Support values. In Room 6 we have revised what we already know about being responsible at school and in the 
classroom, and discussed ways we demonstrate that we are responsible. During this week’s assembly we shared with the school 
what we wrote about how we show we are responsible. We also shared photos we staged as an illustration to describe what was 

written. These are some of the photos we used. 

 
 

 
  

 

  Nash Curtis listening to the teacher             Jordan keeping his table tidy                        Jack being kind by helping Cody 

Principal’s Award 
 

Congratulations to all Award winners this fortnight. 



           
 

 
NEW ADDITION TO ART ROOM EQUIPMENT! 

Zac is seen here working on a stretched canvas and using the new easel recently purchased for the Art 
Room. This free standing easel will allow students to experience painting like a professional artist, work-
ing from an upright position and being able to stand back to view progress as their paintings are develop-
ing. Zac got into the spirit of painting immediately the easel arrived and is eagerly working towards the 
completion of his original piece. 
Art Award recipients this fortnight, Lucy (Room 20) and Emily (Room 23) have both 

demonstrated their ability to think 

about, design and create their own 
interpretations of ideas presented to 
their classes for painting practise. By 

using their initiative, some adven-
turous imagining and personal choice 
of colours both students have been 

amazed at just how effective their 
work has turned out! 

              NEWS AROUND THE SCHOOL  
The Early Years’ students completed activities about different cultures for Harmony Day. Families came 
to our school to view some of our hard work and were entertained by various performances. Room 16 has 
been accessing the Kitchen/Garden program every Monday. We engage in exploring the garden using our 
senses and looking after the plants by giving them water.  
Last week was World Down Syndrome Day, Hannah from Room 17 celebrated by dress-
ing up. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Keoni and Isaac watering in the Garden  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Room 11 we have been focusing on letter formation as a part of our literacy program, using creative 
strategies such as playdough, road letters and tracing to meet the students sensory needs.  

Art & Music Awards 



NEWS AROUND THE SCHOOL 

 
 

This term some Upper Middle Years’ students  constructed solar powered vehicles during Science, Tech-
nology, Engineering, and Maths (STEM). 
These vehicles travel at speeds of up to 25kmph and will be showcased at the Week 10 assembly. The stu-
dents had lots of fun and learnt about electricity and mechanics.  
Pictured are Sam, Indi and Lacey from Room 25, in the process of creating their vehicles. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Last Thursday saw our students pair up and play lawn bowls in a mini-tournament. Congratulations to 
Ethan  and Kaelah who won the overall competition with 18 points. Runners up to them were Peter and 
Haider.  
In Jack Attack, the purple team were supreme with Christian, Cassie, Ian, Jasper and Ryan winning overall 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Monday Brad Pitt visited the school to hone in on some golf skills. Next Tuesday some of our students 

will be visiting him at Riverside Golf club to learn more about the fundamentals. Pictured left are Zac, 
Ethan and Katie. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



HEALTHY COMMUNITIES  

Resilience 
The word ‘resilience’ is used to describe a person’s ability to cope, adapt, 
learn and thrive in the face of change, challenge or adversity. While some 
children find it harder than others, all children can develop positive coping 
strategies that will benefit them their whole lives. 

            
 What parents can do 
Parents and carers can help their children to build resilience by: 

 making home a safe and happy place 

 praising  for good behaviour 

 setting clear rules and sticking to them 

 behaving how you would like your children to behave in their relationships with friends and family. 
Making special time to talk with and listen to them – this lets them know they are valued and important people. 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Speech News 
First term has been a busy time for Speech team in assisting classroom staff to implement use of new equipment and software 
obtained through a number of funding donations over Term 4 last year and Term 1 this year.  
We would like to extend our thanks to Golf Charity Day and their sponsors Mildura Fruit Company, Wakefield Transport 
Group and Nangiloc Colignan Farms. We were fortunate enough to receive donation last year, in Term 4. The donation has 

gone towards:   

-Setting up a portable eye gaze learning station that will allow our students who need alternative computer and communi-
cation access options, to be able to use their eyes to 
learn, explore and engage.   

 
 
 
 
 
 

This year many of our classrooms are learning to use the Uni-
versal Core Vocabulary, during classroom activities.  
If you would like a copy for home and tips on how to use this, please get in touch with the speech team. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Zorica and Stephanie 



 
 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
  

SCHOOL REMINDER 

EXCURSIONS  
All excursions can be paid by instalments, either at the school office or online 
through the school account. See above for details for the school bank account.  
Please ensure all relevant forms are signed and returned with payment before the  
due date.  

CAMPS, SPORTS AND EXCURSION FUNDS (CSEF) 
The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF) commenced in 2015. 
Families holding a valid means-tested concession card (Centrelink Card/Health 
Care Card) or temporary foster parents are eligible to apply for CSEF. $125 per 
year is paid for eligible primary school students, and $225 per year is paid for eli-
gible secondary school students. A special consideration eligibility category also 
exists. Payments are made directly to the school.  
CSEF applications forms are available at the front office. 

PAYMENTS  

School fees, camps, ex-
cursion and cooking costs 
etc. can be paid to our 
Bank Account details are   

Commonwealth Bank  
BSB: 063 557 
Account No: 10080861 
 
Please enter the name of 
student and activity you 
are paying for. 
Thankyou 

MEDICAL 
At Mildura Specialist School we have children who are at risk of an 
anaphylactic reaction to nuts, eggs, figs, watermelon pineaple and kiwi 
fruit in the school. Please be mindful of this when prepar ing your  

child’s lunch or snacks. 

HEADLICE 
As a school community, we share the responsibility to control and manage head lice infec-
tions.  Head lice have been around for many thousands of years and cannot be eradicated.  
Supporting each other to minimize their spread is vital.  

It is important to check your child’s head regularly with conditioner and comb even when 
you don’t think your child has head lice. 

MEDICATION 
In the interests of safe practice, medication must be brought to the office in its original packaging by an adult and 
paper work completed to authorise school  personnel to administer it. 

Please note:  Students are not to transport medication to school. 

CANTEEN NEWS 
The canteen will operate each Friday; orders must be completed and  
returned to school no later than Tuesday morning of that week.  
Order forms are available to download and print from the MSS website.  
All lunch orders must be in on Tuesday mornings. 

UNIFORMS 
Our school uniforms are supplied by LASER SIGN & PRINT and are available from 3 Andriske Crt Mildura.  Contact per-
son is Darran Seaman, phone:   03 5021 1129    mob:   0429 437 858  
For all other enquiries for uniforms please contact the school.  

PARENT/GUARDIAN/CARER CONCERNS 
If you have a concern with any aspect of your child’s education, please contact the Office (5021 3311).  They will:  
1. Put you in touch with the appropriate person  
2. Help organise a meeting with the appropriate person. 
    It is important that your concerns are addressed as quickly as possible.  



SCHOOL REMINDERS  
                                

IMPORTANT NOTICE 

 

Parents/Carers please take note of  Parent Pick Up times. 

Early Years and Lower Middle Years: 2:40—2.50 PM 
Upper Middle Years and Later Years. 2.50—3.00PM 
 
This is to help ease congestion on Deakin Ave and for safety of cars and students.  
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

STUDENT ABSENCES 
If your child is sick or absent, you are required to notify the school as soon as possible on the day of ab-
sence. Notifying the school of your  child’s absence either prior to, or on the day that they will be away, 
helps ensure the safety and wellbeing of children and will fulfil your legal responsibility. 
If your child is absent on a particular day and you have not contacted the school to explain why, the ab-
sence will be marked as unexplained.  
 
Please notify the school by one of the following means:  
 Phone: 03 5021 3311  
 Medical Certificate 
 Appointment notification 
 A signed and dated note with student’s full name 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

SAME DAY NOTIFICATION OF STUDENT ABSENCES  
New  Education Department Attendance Guidelines 

Schools need to know when and why a child is absent and you need to know if your child isn’t at school.  

From the end of Term 2 2018, all Victorian government schools are required to contact parents/carers as soon as practicable on 

the same day of an unexplained student absence. If your child is absent on a particular day and you have not contacted the 

school to explain why, the absence will be marked as unexplained. 

This system also promotes daily school attendance. Going to school every day is the single most important part of your child’s 

education, they learn new things every day – missing school puts them behind. 

 

What is your responsibility? 

let the school know in advance of any upcoming absences or let them know in the morning if your child 

won’t be at school. In order for schools to implement the same day notification requirement, it’s essential that you provide the 

school with your most up-to-date contact details. 

Generally one notification will be sent per family. Should there be circumstances that require both parents and carers to be 

notified, please contact the school to make the necessary arrangements.  

 

What is the school’s responsibility? 

The school must notify you of an unexplained absence in relation to your child as soon as practicable on the same day.  

We will let you know by phone. 

 



COMMUNITY NEWS 

SPINE SOCIETY OF AUSTRALIA  
 
ADOLESCENT SCOLIOSIS SPINAL CURVATURE  
NATIONAL SCOLIOSIS DETECTION PROGRAM FOR SCOLIOSIS 
 
What is scoliosis?  
Scoliosis is a lateral or sideways curve of the spine. The spine also rotates on its long axis as it curves. 
It usually develops during early adolescence (age 10-13 years) when growth is most rapid.  
 
Scoliosis (spinal Curvature) is an important health problem for adolescent girls. Twenty-five girls per 
thousand are at risk of developing a significant curve and three girls per thousand require active treat-
ment (spinal brace or surgery).  
 
You can access the Self-Detection Fact Sheet from www.scoliosis-australia.org for more details.  
 
This is the age range when scoliosis first appears. If after reading the Fact Sheet you think you may 
have this condition, please consult your family doctor.  


