MILDURA SPECIALIST SCHOOL

Newsletter

No : 16

DATE: 22 October, 2020

We value being: RESPECTFUL SAFE & RESPONSIBLE
Child Safe: Mildura Specialist School is committed to safety and wellbeing of all children
and young people and has a zero tolerance for child abuse.

DATES TO REMEMBER

23 October—Public Holiday—Thank you Day—No school.
2 November—Pupil Free Day
3 November—Melbourne Cup Public Holiday– No school
18 December—Pupil Free Day

TERM 4
SUNSMART

Principal’s Report
Dear Parents and Carers

COVID 19
We are continuing to follow the current recommendations from the Department of Education and
will advise if there are any changes. Thank you for keeping your child at home if they are unwell. Student Support Group Meetings will be held this term during weeks 7-9. Class teachers
will be in touch in the coming weeks to book these.
Transition: Plans ar e under way for the Pr ep tr ansition visits. These will be held in a r oom
away from the rest of the school. Teachers will work with families, students and service providers of graduating students to support the transition to new settings.
Excursions: The students ar e enjoying being able to get out into the community again
with visits to the park, shopping centre and bike riding now occurring regularly.
Congratulations to all the staff and students for the very successful Art Exhibition which was held last
week. What wonderful work! Please see a couple of displays below. Thank you to Bob and Jamie for organising the this event.
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Great Science work in the past week:
Science this week in Room 22 - The students were learning about changes of state
and had to melt some white chocolate buttons to make moulds for some chocolate
mousse. It was great to see the students
having so much fun.

Science in Room 3 – Making Volcanoes
with different types of citrus fruit.

Congratulations to our Award winners this week. Keep up the great work!

Please note: The Department (which includes our school) does not have accident insurance. Items of personal
property that are lost, stolen or damaged at school are not the responsibility of Mildura Specialist School or the
Department. Staff and students are reminded not to bring items of value to school.

Kind Regards
Penny Hale
Principal

NEWS AROUND THE SCHOOL
Inspiring Article and Video
In this newsletter I want to share an article and video of inspiring 12 year old lad who dreams to be in the
Paralympics. Jarvis Smoker from Sydney watched the movie about British ski jumper Eddy the Eagle.
This led to a passion to represent Australia in snowboarding.
Jarvis has shared his dream in a heartwarming video he has entered in the 12th annual Focus on Ability
international short film festival, which aims to raise awareness of just what those with disability can
achieve. According to the article his video entry, titled “Jivi’s Ability”, is gaining global attention – including a post on the message board from Eddie the Eagle himself.
Jarvis has a genetic condition that creates challenges but has a strong determination to make his dream
come true.
The video can be found on https://www.kidsnews.com.au/sport/year-6-snowboarder-builds-a-paralympicdream.
Darren Jones
Wellbeing Coordinator
SWPBS News
To be Respectful at school I will:
Be on time
Use kind words and an appropriate voice with
my friends and teachers

Look after school equipment
Keep social distancing rules

Collect my work when asked

HALLOWEEN DRESS UP
Friday 30 October 2020

Dear Parents/Carers
The Primary Student Representative Council students are organising a Halloween Dress Up for Friday 30
October.
Costumes are optional, we are aware some students prefer to wear their uniform when coming to school.
If your child is dressing up, please ensure their costumes/footwear is appropriate for school and no horror
costumes, weapons or masks that may scare other students please.
Students also elected to have a cup cake decoration competition. If students can
bring a gold coin donation on the day, it will go towards the cost of every student
getting a cupcake and icing to do some decorating.
Thank you,
2020 Primary Student Representative Council
Benjamin, Ezekiel, Jake, Jack, Riley, Memphis, Izzy and Spencer
Judi L’Huillier

Principal Awards
Room 5 - Annabel: for initiating to use the trampoline for a sensory break.
Room 15 - Spencer: for sing his Eye Gaze to engage in reading tasks.
Room 16 - Koray: for independently searching for his drink bottle then verbalising “drink” to staff when
he couldn’t find it.
Room 17 - David: for remembering his cues—pencil grip, dots for neat writing.
Room 18 - Kira: for following along during a guided reading session and helping a peer to complete task
as well.
Room 21 - Ethan: for being a good role model at listening to instructions, following directions from staff
and co-operating with peers.
Room 21 - Harley: for settling back into school routine without prompts.
Room 21 - Harley: for listening carefully and completing instructions accurately during an English task.
Room 23 - Riley: 100% creativity and effort in dance class.
Room 22 - for doing a wonderful job completing tasks for the video assembly with enthusiasm.
ILS - Tywayne: for his excellent team effort in completing an art task with another peer.
SWPBS Awards
Room 1 - Lachlan: by following instructions to transition from a preferred activity.
Room 5 - Jake: by looking out for his classmates.
Room 5 - Deshawn: by following the class rules and routine without needing a reminder.
Room 17 - Caleb: by following instructions in Numeracy session and completing his work.
Room 18 - Matilda: by responsibly making positive choices to complete tasks.
Room 21 - Ethan: by checking on peers when they were upset.
Room 21 - Theo-Ioannis: by behaving in a respectful manner to others by waiting his turn, sharing equipment and speaking politely.
Room 22 - by demonstrating what it means to be respectful in our community for the video assembly.
Room 23 - Rebecca: by always being responsible for her school work.
Room 25 - Clare: by showing an understanding of personal space and being respectful of others.

WHAT TO DO WHEN THERE IS NO MILDURA SHOW?
Art News
With the Mildura Show being cancelled for 2020 due to COVID-19, it was decided to hold a Student Art
Exhibition within the school. This was seen as an opportunity for students to still have their art work on
display and to have the rest of the school community come and admire their fine efforts. This exhibition
was held on Thursday, 15 October and Friday 16 October with all classes having an allocated time rostered for them to see the exhibition over those two days. General feedback from students and staff has
been very positive and a ‘People’s Choice’ survey is currently circulating to pick the most popular work in
the show! Parents will be able to see the work by visiting the school website. Well done to the whole
school on participating in such a positive activity!

Early Years’ News
Room 17 students have been having fun with food.
Hannah is tasting different foods to see if she can guess what they are.
We made pancake animals. David made a lion. Caleb and Ellara made an owl.

We have also been having fun with water and finding out what
floats and what sinks.

Primary Years’ News
There is a lot happening in the Upper Primary Section over these coming weeks.
Students are not the only learners, staff never stop learning as well.
Room 5 are hosting a 3rd year Pre Service Teacher, Hannah from Federation University in Ballarat. Welcome Hannah!
Room 7’s teacher Leonie is studying a Masters of Special
Education and Inclusive Education through The University
of Newcastle and is currently on a three week placement
working with different teachers around our school. Julie Gardiner is teaching in
Room 7 for this time.
The newly formed Primary School SRC have wasted no time in organising events to have some fun during this Term. This week, students are creating masks to portray their imaginary creature. Next week, students have voted to have a dress-up day for Halloween on Friday 30th October along with a cupcake decoration competition.
Upper Primary SRC class Representatives are:
Room 5: Jake
Room 6: Jack and Riley
Room 8: Izzy
Room 9: Memphis
Room 10: Benjamin
Room 15: Spencer

Secondary Personal Applied Learning News
PAL students have recently been involved with the annual Lower Murray Water Poster competition based
on the theme “Reimagining Our Water”. Many great pieces were produced and we were proud of the fact
that three students from MSS were placed in the local award winners: First: Cheyenne Second: Ashton
Third: Byron. Special Mentions were also awarded to Emily, Zac, Sam, Darcy and Ethan –VCAL.
Cheyenne’s poster went on to be judged State Winner for Victoria! This means our school receives $300
for a sustainability project and Cheyenne receives $150 for her great poster. Congratulations Cheyenne!
PAL students were involved in the MSS Student Art Exhibition last week and again produced some creative works in a number of mediums.

SECONDARY—VCAL News
In the secondary section, Room 23 are working in groups reading facts about Australian animals. They are
sorting out the facts to match the animals after watching an episode of Behind the News.

Room 22 has begun their maths unit by looking at some of the vocabulary that they will encounter during
the teaching of the content.
The learning intention involved…
Students needed to look up the meaning using a dictionary.
The students then had to match the meaning with a picture.
The students then needed to explain the meaning to the class.

BIG DISCOUNT
SALE
VCAL STORE
Friendship Rocks 3 left for $4.00
Body Scrub plenty left $ 3.00ea
Relish going quick 12 left $3.00
Pickled Baby Cucumbers 11 left
$6.00
Gift Cards a set of 3 for $3.00
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SCHOOL REMINDERS Cont……..
EXCURSIONS

All excursions can be paid by instalments, either at the school office or
online through the school account. See above for details for the school
bank account.
Please ensure all relevant forms are signed and returned with payment before the due date.

CAMPS, SPORTS AND EXCURSION FUNDS (CSEF)

PAYMENTS

School fees, camps, excursion
and cooking costs etc. can be
paid to our Bank Account details are
Commonwealth Bank
BSB: 063 557
Account No: 10080861
Please enter the name of student and activity you are paying
for.
Thankyou

The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF) commenced in 2015.
Families holding a valid means-tested concession card (Centrelink Card/
Health Care Card) or temporary foster parents are eligible to apply for CSEF. $125 per year is paid for eligible primary school students, and $225 per year is paid for eligible secondary school students. A special
consideration eligibility category also exists. Payments are made directly to the school.
CSEF applications forms are available at the front office.

MEDICAL

At Mildura Specialist School we have children who are at risk of an anaphylactic reaction to nuts in the
school. Please be mindful of this when preparing your child’s lunch or snacks.

HEADLICE

As a school community, we share the responsibility to control and manage head lice infections. Head lice have been
around for many thousands of years and cannot be eradicated. Supporting each other to minimize their spread is
vital.
It is important to check your child’s head regularly with conditioner and comb even when you don’t think your child
has head lice.

MEDICATION

In the interests of safe practice, medication must be brought to the office in its original packaging by an adult and
paper work completed to authorise school personnel to administer it.

Please note: Students are not to transport medication to school.
CANTEEN NEWS The canteen will operate each Friday; orders must be completed and returned to school no later than Tuesday morning of that week.
For your convenience an order form is attached with this newsletter.
Order forms are also available from the school office or can be downloaded and printed
from the MSS website.
All lunch orders must be in on Tuesday mornings.

UNIFORMS

Our school uniforms are supplied by LASER SIGN & PRINT and are available from 3 Andriske Crt Mildura. Contact person is
Darran Seaman, phone: 03 5021 1129 mob: 0429 437 858. For all other enquiries for uniforms please contact the school.

PARENT/GUARDIAN/CARER CONCERNS

If you have a concern with any aspect of your child’s education, please contact the Office (5021 3311). They will:
1. Put you in touch with the appropriate person
2. Help organise a meeting with the appropriate person.
It is important that your concerns are addressed as quickly as possible.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
Parents/Carers please take note of Parent Pick Up times.
Early Years and Upper Primary Years: 2:40—2.50 PM
Secondary Years and VCAL. 2.50—3.00PM
This is to help ease congestion on Deakin Ave and for safety of cars and students.

