
Principal’s Report 

DATES TO  REMEMBER 
 26 June 2020—Last Day of Term 2—2pm. 
13 July 2020—Term 3 begins 
 

MILDURA SPECIALIST SCHOOL    
Newsletter    No :   9                         DATE:  18 June, 2020 

 
We value being: RESPECTFUL   SAFE  &  RESPONSIBLE  

 
Child Safe:  Mildura Specialist School is committed to safety and wellbeing of all children 

and young people and has a zero tolerance for child abuse.  

Students: Two new students have joined our school community. Welcome to Mia and Ella.                                        
Staffing: Christine Pall will be on long service leave until the end of term and will return 
for the first day of Term Three, then take leave for the first eight weeks. Judi L'Huillier 

will be returning from leave and will take the class during Term Three.                                               
 
Footy Day: Please find the enclosed flyer within the newsletter about the Footy Day on the 
last day of term. This will be a fun way to end the term. Thank you to our Student Voice Co-
ordinator, Liz Patterson for organising this.  
                                                                                                                                                 
Congratulations to the Darling Room for their fantastic work on researching and preparing 
Bullying Booklets. I was so impressed when Skye explained all their work and what they 
were aiming to achieve. Later in the afternoon I saw the class delivering the booklets and talk-
ing about them. I look forward to future instalments.                                                              

This year two teachers, Gabby West and Jamie Murray participated in the Duet Music Pro-
gram, undertaking professional learning and mentoring sessions to build their capacity to 
provide music lessons to students. We have also benefited from some funding for music re-
sources. Thank you to you both for all your work. 

Reports: These will be sent home with students next week. Please note that some goals have 
been rated NA due to not being assessed. Student Led Conferences will be held later in Term 
Three. More information will follow next term.  
                                                                                                                                                   

Please find a calendar to count down to the end of term. We hope this is useful to you. We under-
stand it could be difficult for some students to have another break away from school after such a 
short time back.  

                                                                                                                                                               
                                                                                                                                               
Thank you to the students from Room 23 for taking pride in our school by tidying out the 
front Wednesday. Well done!  
 

Please note the school finishing time for next Friday is 2pm. I would like to wish everyone a safe and 

healthy break and acknowledge the work of staff since we have returned. We haven’t been together as 
much but have stayed connected.  

Penny Hale 
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School Wide Positive Behaviour Support 

Students are still learning more about social distancing and keeping safe in school. We have started a new 

way of having assembly by having it via video on the screens in the classroom. Classes will still have an 
opportunity to do their SWPBS presentation about what they have been learning.  Congratulations to all 
the award winners this fortnight. I have added an activity about Respect you can do with your child to help 

with understanding what respect means in your home. These are some of our Respect award winners this 
fortnight. Karen Gardiner 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ART—EXPLORATION CONTINUES WITH 3D CONSTRUCTION 
Art Awards this fortnight were presented to Sam in Room 25 and Johbi from Room 7. Their classes have 
been exploring the manipulation of shapes in space. Rather than painting or drawing, students are currently 
figuring out how to bend, fold and connect elements such as colour paper, cardboard and fabric through 
cutting and interlocking pieces before gluing for stronger adhesion.  
It is exciting watching students being challenged in their thinking and handling of materials in ways other 
than creating lines and shapes with pencils and paint on a flat sheet of paper that is rectangular in shape. 
As with any project, some students take to particular materials with greater confidence and familiarity but 

it is pleasing to see everyone pushing themselves out of their comfort zones! Sam and Johbi have grasped 
the ideas behind this manipulation and working with their hands to create new forms, resolving how to join 
them all together with minimum support from adults. They have produced very effective pieces! 

 

 

 





 Principal Awards                                                                                                                                     
Room 1 - Nathaniel: for playing with his friends nicely and cooperating with others.                                           
Room 2 - Paige: for dictating a few short sentences to make a story and copying the writing daily.                     
Room 2 - Ashlyn: for taking turns using the keyboard to complete Sunshine online reading and sound activities.                                                                                                                                               
Room 3 - Benjamin: for speaking loud enough and giving eye contact for his peers to hear when saying good morn-
ing.                                                                                                                                                                           
Room 4 - Riley: for working hard with his reading and answering comprehension questions about the book.         
Room 4 - Nathaniel: for sharing equipment in the playground.                                                                                     
Room 4 - Khodie: for sharing equipment in the playground.                                                                                                                                                     
Room 5 - Deshawn: for enthusiastically helping to organise the bike riding for Room 5.                                     
Room 7 - Narni: for having such a positive outlook on returning to school.                                                               
Room 7 - Kye: for working diligently during the remote learning period.                                                                
Room 9 - Denzel: for consistently engaging in classroom activities and working successfully in small groups.                                                                                                                                                 
Room 10 - Ali: for being safe by washing hands and drinking from a water bottle when asked.                           
Room 15 - Axel: for working hard during daily physical tasks such as standing and walking.                              
Room 16 - Koray: for engaging in all learning activities since returning to school.                                                   
Room 17 - Hannah: for independently writing her name.                                                                                            
Room 17 - Ellara: for independently saying and writing numbers 1-10.                                                                        
Room 18 - Seth: for showing patience, thoughtfulness, and positive work ethics on returning to school.             
Room 18 - Kira: for working with others in a supportive and friendly manner on set task.                                   
Room 21 - Emily: for showing maturity and patience when solving social issues with peers. Well done Emily.                                                                                                                                                   
Room 22 - Hugh: for consistently showing a positive attitude towards his learning.                                               
Room 23 - Niesha: for independently showing leadership skills on a regular basis.                                                      
Room 23 - Zane: for participating in activities with Room 25 peers and following instructions to complete tasks.                                           
Room 24 - Graham: for clearly speaking to Donna about lunch orders.                                                                 
Room 25 - Brandon: for participating in physical activity with a peer, using new equipment to play titanic tennis.                                                                                                                                           
Room 25 - Darcy: for participating in physical activity with a peer, using new equipment to play titanic tennis.       
Room 25 - Zack: for participating in all classroom activities and completing tasks with enthusiasm.                                                                                                                                                          
Darling Room - Skye: for working hard to develop the school bullying brochure.                                             

SWPBS Awards                                                                                                                                                
Room 1 - Daniel: for following teacher instructions and using his device to communicate during learning sessions.                                                                                                                                            
Room 3 - Kyson: for waiting patiently for his turn to wash his hands and listening to instructions to wash them cor-
rectly.                                                                                                                                                                              
Room 4 - Konor: for helping keep the classroom tidy by pushing in chairs and putting away equipment carefully.            
Room 4 - Ezekiel: for holding open the doors for his classmates.                                                                                                                                                
Room 5 - Jake: for listening to instructions and being on time to begin and pack up activities.                                      
Room 7 - Noah: for independently offering to help a peer to pack up.                                                                            
Room 10 - Tyrell: for waiting patiently for the gates to be opened to go out for play.                                                     
Room 15 - Damon: for respectfully self-propelling his wheelchair while out in the big yard at lunch time.                       
Room 17 - David: for using kind words and beautiful manners.                                                                                     
Room 18 - Indi: for respectfully asking for help to resolve issues.                                                                              
Room 18 - Austin: for using kind and thoughtful words in the classroom.                                                                       
Room 21 - Harley: for showing personal space without reminders for two consecutive days. Awesome  effort Har-
ley.                                                                                                                                                                                    
Room 22 - Ethan: for actively listening to instructions to stay safe in the classroom.                                                     
Room 23 - Stephen: for always being empathetic towards others emotions.                                                                             
Room 24 - Ali-Sue: for asking politely for others to join in classroom activities or play.                                                         
Room 25 - Clare: for continually showing good manners and following instructions to complete tasks.                          
Room 25 - Nash: for listening to staff and showing respect when moving from library to classroom activities. For 
including a peer in an outside activity and respectfully playing a game of tiggy safely.                                               
Room 25 - Mia: for making a great start to her schooling at Mildura Specialist School and sharing her thoughts 
about being respectful.                                                                                                                                             
Room ILS - Conner: for following staff instructions.                                                                                                   
Darling Room - Star: for respectfully giving other students space when asked by a teacher. 

 

 

 







SOME OF OUR PRINCIPAL AWARD RECIPIENTS THIS WEEK 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Early Years’ News 

The Early Years’ students have settled back into school after the remote learning period. We would once 
again like to thank parents/carers for all the work put in during this time.  The first week back at school 
saw us enjoying the story of Whitney and Brittany the Chicken Divas. Room 3 enjoyed dressing up for 
the occasion.  During our science sessions, we have been learning about cause and effect and creating 
slime from different ingredients. We are looking at how ingredients change when they are mixed          
together. 
 

 

 

 

 



Primary Years’ News                                                                                                                                 

This term, students in Room 7 are continuing to build on their knowledge of native Australian animals. A 
clear favourite is the kookaburra. The students have studied the identifying features of kookaburras and 
were astonished to watch one of these birds being hand fed online. This led to students actively taking con-

trol of their own learning by constructing homes for native Australian animals out of recycled products, 
and undertaking imaginative play with native Australian animal puppets and toys. 

We have also been discussing the concept of ‘gratitude’ and talking about the    

reasons why we feel grateful. Mostly, we are grateful that we are now back at 
school with our friends and teachers. We are also grateful for our families and 
loved ones. Some comments were: “I am grateful for my family”, “I am  grateful for the way that I am”, 

and “I am grateful for hugs with my Mum”. A Gratitude Tree was created to display these thoughts.  

Secondary Personal Applied Learning News                                                                                                                                                     

Kaleb followed a serious of visual instructions to complete a ‘Leaf 
Lion Face’ artwork made using the leaves that have fallen from the 

trees in our yard. He used PVA glue and a paintbrush to brush on the 
glue before sticking the leaves around the lion’s face. What a fabu-
lous job Kaleb. 

The ILS classroom headed out to the kitchen garden this week to en-
joy the nice warm sunshine. Phil and Haider enjoyed throwing the 
rugby ball to one another while other students spent some time look-
ing at the new vegetables and fruit that had grown over the remote 
learning period. We picked some tomatoes, lemons, mandarins and some rosemary to take back to our 
classroom. Students have plans to use the lemons to make a lemon cake. The students will be looking up a 
recipe this week.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SECONDARY - VCAL News 

During Circle Time, Room 23 has been discuss-

ing our personal strengths and naming strengths 

of our peers. Riley’s is funny and Libby’s is cre-

ative. 

 

 

 

In the Darling room, students have been learning 
about Bullying and how to react in different situa-
tions. They created an information leaflet to hand 
out to classrooms. This is Skye and Star presenting 
the Bullying information to Room 25.  
 
 
 
During Circle Time, Room 22 has been learning 

about team work. We played a game where the  

students needed to keep a balloon off the ground 

while their arms are linked together. It was really fun. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ROOM 18  
Room 18 were working together to write a little story with lots of meanings as a writing activity.                  
We read: “Once all the villagers decided to pray for rain. On the day of prayer, all the people gathered, but 
only one boy came with an umbrella. That is faith.” 
Our class together wrote this modern version of the little story. 
“Our class decided to change our thinking on the pandemic, to hope.  
A peer said,” I am keeping social distance and practice daily hygiene. This is belief.” 
Haymish Elliot Blair wrote his own modern version 
Once all citizens were impacted by an outbreak. Everyone was panicking and they thought it was all over, 
all but one person. That one person said if we’re going to live, we’re going to have to live with change. If 
we fall we get back up, because we’re human, it’s what we do. There’s always light at the end of the tun-

nel. That’s belief. 

 



 
 

Help celebrate the 
last day of Term 2, 

2020  with 
 Footy Colours Day. 

 
 
Friday 26 June all day. 
 
Students can come to school dressed in their favourite sporting 
team colours, (it doesn’t have to be football).  
 
In the past, we have held a parade for parents to come and see, this 
year there will be changes due to the Covid 19 restrictions. Students 
will be involved in activities during the day. More information to 
come.  
 
 

The Canteen team will be offering a special footy lunch  

order –this will be sent home separately.  
 

 
 

 






