MILDURA SPECIALIST SCHOOL

Newsletter

No : 11

DATE: 15 July, 2021

We value being: RESPECTFUL SAFE & RESPONSIBLE
Child Safe: Mildura Specialist School is committed to safety and wellbeing of all children
and young people and has a zero tolerance for child abuse.

DATES TO REMEMBER

30 July—Pupil Free Day—No school for students
17 September—Last Day of Term 3—Early Departure. 1.40pm EY-UP, 1.50pm Sec-VCAL
1 November—Pupil Free Day—No school for students
17 December—Pupil Free Day—Last Day of Term.

TERM 3

Principal’s Report
Welcome back to Term Three. We are looking forward to a productive term
with Sports Day, Swan Hill Sports Day and the Concert. The Debutante Ball
was postponed last term and has been rescheduled for July 28.
Staffing:
Leave replacements for the rest of 2021
Welcome to Shauna Ray who is replacing Frances Chambers. Shirley James is replacing Shenae Francis.
This week, Donna Harris, an education support staff member with the VCAL team is going on leave.
Aleesha Neyland will take her place from Monday week two. We wish all our staff going on leave all the
best.
Congratulations to all the students who participated in the Fun Run yesterday. It was a
daunting decision for the organising staff to make the call regarding the weather
whilst standing on the back oval in the rain at 8.30am. What a beautiful day it turned
out to be!
It was great to see the students arriving excitedly at school wearing their House colours. Thank you to parents and carers for providing the t-shirts. The students all tried very hard as they completed the run and were
cheered on enthusiastically by their peers, staff and parents/carers. The VCAL students did a wonderful job
supporting the students. Congratulations must go to Ethan who organised the start for students and was a
wonderful leader on the day, freeing up staff for other duties. Thank you to Jim, Skye and Sione who ran
with students to help them complete the course.
Thank you to Jodie Gibson for organising the event and to Judi L'Huillier and Bob Jankowski for their support. It was great to finally be able to have parents and carers on site again.
Well done to Yellow House for gaining the most points in the close contest. Congratulations to Chloe and
Jim, House Captains and to all the medal winners and ribbon holders.
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Please note: The Department (which includes our school) does not have accident insurance.
Items of personal property that are lost, stolen or damaged at school are not the responsibility of Mildura Specialist School or the Department. Staff and students are reminded not to
bring items of value to school.

Art Exhibition and Footy Day: During the last two days of term two we held an Art Exhibition for students. Awards were presented at the Fun Run assembly for the Footy Colouring Competition and for the
Art Exhibition. Both events provided a fun end to the term with the celebration of Art and fun with the
Footy Parade and lunch. There is a video of the Art Exhibition on our website - https://
www.mildss.vic.edu.au/videos. I am sure you will be very proud of the achievements of our students.
Please have a look with your child.
Thank you to the Art team: Bob, Judi and Shana for organising the event and to all the students for the
brilliant art. The Footy Day was organised by Judi and the SRC.
Dental Van: The Dental Van has been postponed again. We will advise when we have a new date. The
van is coming from New South Wales.
Kind Regards
Penny Hale
Principal

NEWS AROUND THE SCHOOL
Principal Awards
Room 1 - Levi: for practising his pencil grip to write his name.
Room 5 - Braxton: for following his routine in the playground.
Room 5 - Kaan: for independently sharing toys with his friends.
Room 5 - Tyrell: for independently getting into position at the top of the slide.
Room 10 - Mirage: for using his words when making a choice and asking for a break.
Room 15 - Kayla: for independently turning herself so she could see the whiteboard.
Room 17 - Xavier: for taking turns and waiting while playing a board game.
Room 19 - Benjamin: for taking initiative to clean at the end of all programs.
Room 22 - Cheyenne: for taking the initiative and sweeping the bike shed while waiting for classmates.
Room 25 - Zane: for working through all work tasks for one full day.
Darling Room - Shania: for choosing a good recipe and helping to cook lunch for the class.
ILS - Benjamin: for cutting along a straight line during literacy activities.
SWPBS Awards
Room 5 - Tyrell: by being safe by waiting and following directions at the pool.
Room 10 - Jake: by using kind words when reminding a classmate what we are doing next.
Room 10 - Milan: by using an inside voice to join a casual conversation about the circus visiting Mildura.
Room 10 - Lacey: for being ready for SRC before anyone else.
Room 11 - Jayda: by independently following examples to make a pipe cleaner crown.
Room 17 - Jackson: by following staff instructions to walk more often with his cane.
Room 18 - Indi: by prompting to offer an opinion, then contribution to the ANZAC conversation for an
essay.
Room 20 - Johbi: by working through problems of his alien craft in a calm manner.
Room 22 - Ethan: by thinking of others when given the opportunity to make a King for a Day decision.
Room 22 - Zack: by making a positive environmental choice when given the opportunity to make a King
for the Day decision.
Room 25 - Kira: by helping peers with tricky words when reading.
Darling Room - Austin: by earning 100% every week in Term 2 on his SWPBS.
ILS - Aiden: by keeping his work area clean and tidy.

Early Years’ News
Welcome back to Term 3. Already it is looking like a busy term with the Fun Run, Athletics and the Concert, just to name a few, happening throughout the term.
Early Years’ theme this term is ‘How Things Move’. Students will look and explore the concepts of forces and motion, magnetism, gears, pulleys and solar energy. Lots of fun, challenging and creative activities have been planned to highlight these areas.
Swimming will continue as normal so please send in your child’s swimming bag each week.
UPPER PRIMARY YEARS’ NEWS
Welcome back to Term 3! We are off and running into the new term. The Upper Primary Team are looking at Australian History this term. This will include many different areas from personal history, family
history, local history to the history of our country. Room 6 is currently learning aspects of Indigenous
history and culture in reflection of the recent NAIDOC week. We have been reading dreamtime stories in
literacy and listening to people read in the language of their people.
At the end of last term all the students had the opportunity to participate in the school Art Exhibition. The
photos below are of students from Room 6 displaying their art work.

SECONDARY PreCAL News
Welcome back to all our families for Term Three. We hope everyone had a wonderful break.
We wish to introduce Shauna Ray who will be taking over from Francis Chambers in Room 21 for the remainder of the year.

This week PreCAL is celebrating NAIDOC Week and have been learning about the culture of Indigenous
Australians. Some of the topics we are covering include the meaning of NAIDOC Week, indigenous food
and bush medicine and Aboriginal tools. Room 23 have been reading some indigenous stories and working
on a collaborative display.
SECONDARY—PAL News
Welcome back to Term Three! Here are some wonderful photographs of Room 24 students Graham, Koebi
and Ashton, who were dressed head-to-toe in their AFL colours in support of our Footy Day last term. Fantastic effort!

SECONDARY—VCAL AND VAL News
Later Years’ students work hard in the canteen preparing lunch orders. Nathan’s favourite parts are preparing the Stir Fry and making Sausages Rolls. He enjoys doing dishes, also. After tallying the orders a highlight is shopping for the ingredients and having morning tea at Central Plaza. Nathan also really enjoys
Barista practical sessions, making coffee with Donna.

The final Swim session for VCAL/VAL, involved students practising survival skills in water. Students fully clothed had to tread water, float, swim and guide a person to the edge of the pool, safety. We have Cassie, Rebecca, Skye and Amy practising survival floating skills, fully clothed.

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
PARENT/CARER UPDATED INFORMATION
Each Term we will attach this tear off/return slip for all families who have changed their contact details. If
you could please fill out any new information and send to school to be updated.
Student Name: ……………………………………….
Parent/Carer A Mobile ……………………………… email: …………………………………………….
Parent/Carer B Mobile ……………………………… email: …………………………………………….
Emergency Contacts: Name and number ………………………………………………………………...

School Holidays

School Holidays
Term 3 starts

Lunch orders
due in.

Lunch orders
due in.

NAIDOC Week ……………………………………………..
Pupil Free
Day—No
school for
students

Lunch orders
due in.

Lunch orders
due in.

Lunch orders
due in.

Lunch orders
due in.

Lunch orders
due in.

Sports
Day

SCHOOL REMINDERS

PAYMENTS

School fees, camps, excursion and cooking costs etc. can be paid to our Bank
EXCURSIONS
All excursions can be paid by instalments, either at the school of- Account details are
Commonwealth Bank
fice or online through the school account. See above for details
BSB: 063 557
for the school bank account.
Account No: 10080861
Please ensure all relevant forms are signed and returned with pay- Please enter the name of student and
ment before the due date.
activity you are paying for.
Thankyou

CAMPS, SPORTS AND EXCURSION FUNDS (CSEF)

The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF) commenced in 2015.
Families holding a valid means-tested concession card (Centrelink Card/Health Care Card) or temporary
foster parents are eligible to apply for CSEF. $125 per year is paid for eligible primary school students,
and $225 per year is paid for eligible secondary school students. A special consideration eligibility category also exists. Payments are made directly to the school.

MEDICAL

At Mildura Specialist School we have children who are at risk of an anaphylactic reaction to nuts in the
school. Please be mindful of this when preparing your child’s lunch or snacks.

HEADLICE

As a school community, we share the responsibility to control and manage head lice infections. Head lice have been
around for many thousands of years and cannot be eradicated. Supporting each other to minimize their spread is
vital.
It is important to check your child’s head regularly with conditioner and comb even when you don’t think your child
has head lice.

MEDICATION

In the interests of safe practice, medication must be brought to the office in its original packaging by an adult and
paper work completed to authorise school personnel to administer it.

Please note: Students are not to transport medication to school.
CANTEEN NEWS The canteen will operate each Friday; orders must be com-

pleted and returned to school no later than Tuesday morning of that week.
Order forms are available from the school office or can be downloaded and printed from
the MSS website.
All lunch orders must be in on Tuesday mornings.

UNIFORMS

Our school uniforms are supplied by LASER SIGN & PRINT and are available from 3 Andriske Crt Mildura. Contact person is
Darran Seaman, phone: 03 5021 1129 mob: 0429 437 858. For all other enquiries for uniforms please contact the school.

PARENT/GUARDIAN/CARER CONCERNS

If you have a concern with any aspect of your child’s education, please contact the Office (5021 3311). They will:
1. Put you in touch with the appropriate person
2. Help organise a meeting with the appropriate person.
It is important that your concerns are addressed as quickly as possible.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
Parents/Carers please take note of Parent Pick Up times.
Early Years and Upper Primary Years: 2:40—2.50 PM
Secondary Years and VCAL. 2.50—3.00PM
This is to help ease congestion on Deakin Ave and for safety of cars and students.

