MILDURA SPECIALIST SCHOOL

Newsletter

No : 3

DATE: 27th February, 2020

We value being: RESPECTFUL SAFE & RESPONSIBLE
Child Safe: Mildura Specialist School is committed to safety and wellbeing of all children
and young people and has a zero tolerance for child abuse.

DATES TO REMEMBER

9 March –Labour Day School Closed
10 March—Family Picnic Night 5.30pm-7.00pm.
13 March—School Photos

Principal’s Report

TERM 1
SUNSMART

Awards: Congr atulations to our Awar d winners this for tnight.
It is great to see students enthusiastic about receiving awards for their efforts and
achievements. Well done. Congratulations to Room 22 for their rap performance
last Tuesday.
Family Night: Please join the school community for a Family Night on Tuesday, 10
March from 5.30-7.00pm. This will be a relaxing evening for families to get to know
each other as well as staff. Please bring a picnic tea.
Student Support Group Meetings: Thank you to par ents and car er s who have
met with teachers to set goals for the coming year. Individual Learning Plans will be
sent home before the end of term. T
Lake Cullulleraine: Thank you to J odie Gibson for once again or ganising the
Activity Day. Please check the reminder note sent home earlier this week, indicating
which day your child's class will be attending. Please check the clothing list to ensure
you are ready for all weather conditions and activities. You may like to send some
extra food as students get hungry with all the physical activity.
School Council: The next School Council Meeting is on 16 Mar ch 2020.
There are three parent nominations to begin this year with the first meeting in March. Positions are for two
years and members are able to re-nominate. I encourage you to consider nominating for council and assisting in the governance of the school. The council meets eight times per year on a Monday at 5:30 pm.
The school council supports the principal to provide the best possible educational outcomes
for students. These web pages support existing and prospective school councillors in their
roles and school council processes.
PTO…...
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Privacy Policy: Our school collects, uses, discloses and stores student
and parent personal information for standard school functions or
where permitted by law, as stated in the Schools’ Privacy Policy For
more information about privacy, see: Schools’ Privacy Policy –
information for parents. This information also available in nine
community languages. Please take time to remind yourself of the
school’s collection statement, found on our website
https://www.mildss.vic.edu.au/

School Councils - Department of Education and Training
www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/management/community/Pages/schoolcouncils.aspx

There are 3 parent vacancies, 1 DET representative and a Student representative vacancy.
If you have any questions please contact Sharyn Morris, Business Manager or myself.
Nomination forms may be obtained from the school and must be lodged by 4.00pm on 6 March 2020.
Following the closing of nominations a list of the nominations received will be posted.
Penny Hale
Principal

SWPBS Newsletter item
Term 1 2020 has begun with students learning about ‘Being
Safe.’
During this term, we will have three weeks of explicit
teaching for each of the school values for Early Years’
classes.
Secondary classes will be learning how the values relate to
the way we behave in the school and when out in the
community on excursions. This week we had the privilege of
seeing Room 22 perform a rap they had written about
‘Being Respectful.’ Fantastic effort by the group. We look
forward to seeing many students receiving certificates for
demonstrating their learning of the key values, ‘Being Respectful’, ‘Being Safe’ and ‘Being Responsible.’

Students receiving their awards at assembly.

Early Years’ News.
Early Years students made pancakes for Pancake Tuesday. Paige read the
recipe. Room 2 students poured, broke eggs, measured the flour and pressed
the switch to mix the ingredients. They added cream and jam or lemon and
sugar and ate their pancakes. Shanelle said, “I love this, it’s very tasty.”
Upper Primary Newsletter Week 5 Term 1
We have reached the middle week of Term 1 so classes are well underway
for 2020! In room 6 we are currently looking at our pets and living things for science. We have been
discussing the things all living organisms need to stay alive, this has led to the things we need to provide
for our pets to keep them healthy and happy. The students have been able to provide lots of
information about their pets or the pets of someone they know.
All students across the school have been learning about Respectful Relationships. We have been
talking about different emotions, what they look like, and how people manage their emotions. In
room 6 we have read a book called – Have you filled a bucket today? This explains how people
carry around an invisible bucket and we feel good or bad about ourselves depending how full our bucket is.
We can fill other people’s buckets by being kind or making them feel good. We have been working hard to
fill the buckets of our friends and school community.
Room 23 Secondary
This term room 23 students have been working with Mr. Paterson during secondary
rotations. They are using modelling foam to design Solar Powered Boats. The
students are in the process of turning a two dimensional shape into a three
dimensional shape. Next week the class will be doing a buoyancy test, to rate the
load capacity of their design.
PAL Secondary Section
During weeks four and five we have been settling into some clinics for basketball
and lawn bowls.
Students have practised learning the skills involved in playing these sports and some students will
participate in a carnival in Week 6.
We have also been busy getting to know our new specialists across the school, we have Alle and Sam
taking our students for Health and P.E. We have Jamie and Bob covering our visual arts area.
Room 21 students have begun work on their word wall. We have added words we use when out in the
community shopping and words we use in and around the kitchen.
Teachers have been meeting with families, carers and agency support workers to conduct SSG meetings.
Thank you to those that have been able to make it to the meetings. If you haven’t been unable to make your
appointment please contact your child’s teacher to arrange an alternate meeting time.
REWARD OF ART AWARD FOR CONSISTENT APPLICATION!
Students receiving Art Awards this fortnight include Damon from Room 15, Ben from Room 19, Lachlan
from Room 22, and Ashton in Room 25. What has stood out about these students has been their determination and willpower to put their best effort forward. As with so many students across our school, these students demonstrate a consistent pattern of listening, planning and deciding how to make their grand ideas
happen. Then they tackle the task to the best of their ability and put in impressive effort to achieve their
outcomes. It is always a pleasure to recognise and acknowledge students’ determined efforts. Well done
Damo, Ben, Lachie and Ashton for your hard work this time!
________________________________________________________________

A HUGE THANK YOU
Thanks to Tina from Bunnings Mildura for the wonderful donation of arts
and crafts for our school.

Thank you!

Our school received a $6,000 donation from Mildura Golf Charity Day again this year!!!We would like to
thank the sponsors: Mildura Fruit Company, Wakefield Transport Group and Nangiloc Colignan Farms
for their generous support. Their donation will contribute to the improvement of our school’s senior
playground.

SCHOOL REMINDERS
STUDENT ABSENCES

If your child is sick or absent, you are required to notify the school as soon
as possible on the day of absence. Notifying the school of your child’s
absence either prior to, or on the day that they will be away, helps ensure
the safety and wellbeing of children and will fulfil your legal
responsibility.
If your child is absent on a particular day and you have not contacted the
school to explain why, the absence will be marked as unexplained.
Please notify the school by one of the following means:
- Phone: 03 5021 3311
- Medical Certificate
- Appointment notification
A signed and dated note with student’s full name

SAME DAY NOTIFICATION OF STUDENT ABSENCES

New Education Department Attendance Guidelines
Schools need to know when and why a child is absent and you need to know if your child isn’t at school.
From the end of Term 2 2018, all Victorian government schools are required to contact parents/carers as
soon as practicable on the same day of an unexplained student absence. If your child is absent on a particular day and you have not contacted the school to explain why, the absence will be marked as unexplained.
This system also promotes daily school attendance. Going to school every day is the single most important
part of your child’s education, they learn new things every day – missing school puts them behind.
What is your responsibility?
let the school know in advance of any upcoming absences or let them know in the morning if your child
won’t be at school. In order for schools to implement the same day notification requirement, it’s essential
that you provide the school with your most up-to-date contact details.
Generally one notification will be sent per family. Should there be
circumstances that require both parents and carers to be notified, please
contact the school to make the necessary arrangements.
What is the school’s responsibility?
The school must notify you of an unexplained absence in relation to your
child as soon as practicable on the same day.
We will let you know by phone.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Emergency situations
In the event of an emergency or if you need to contact your child, I ask that families contact the staff in the
school office who will pass on a message as needed. The school acknowledges that this new policy may
require some adjustments. As such, I ask for the support of all our families, staff and students in its implementation.

SCHOOL REMINDERS Cont……..
EXCURSIONS

All excursions can be paid by instalments, either at the school
office or online through the school account. See above for details for the school bank account.
Please ensure all relevant forms are signed and returned with
payment before the due date.

PAYMENTS

School fees, camps, excursion and cooking
costs etc. can be paid to our Bank Account
details are
Commonwealth Bank
BSB: 063 557
Account No: 10080861
Please enter the name of student and activity
you are paying for.
Thankyou

CAMPS, SPORTS AND EXCURSION FUNDS (CSEF)

The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF) commenced in 2015.
Families holding a valid means-tested concession card (Centrelink Card/Health Care Card) or temporary
foster parents are eligible to apply for CSEF. $125 per year is paid for eligible primary school students,
and $225 per year is paid for eligible secondary school students. A special consideration eligibility category also exists. Payments are made directly to the school.
CSEF applications forms are available at the front office.

MEDICAL

At Mildura Specialist School we have children who are at risk of an anaphylactic reaction to nuts in the
school. Please be mindful of this when preparing your child’s lunch or snacks.

HEADLICE

As a school community, we share the responsibility to control and manage head lice infections. Head lice have been
around for many thousands of years and cannot be eradicated. Supporting each other to minimize their spread is
vital.
It is important to check your child’s head regularly with conditioner and comb even when you don’t think your child
has head lice.

MEDICATION

In the interests of safe practice, medication must be brought to the office in its original packaging by an adult and
paper work completed to authorise school personnel to administer it.

Please note: Students are not to transport medication to school.
CANTEEN NEWS The canteen will operate each Friday; orders must be
completed and returned to school no later than Tuesday morning of that week.
For your convenience an order form is attached with this newsletter.
Order forms are also available from the school office or can be downloaded and
printed from the MSS website.
All lunch orders must be in on Tuesday mornings.

UNIFORMS

Our school uniforms are supplied by LASER SIGN & PRINT and are available from 3 Andriske Crt Mildura. Contact person is
Darran Seaman, phone: 03 5021 1129 mob: 0429 437 858. For all other enquiries for uniforms please contact the school.

PARENT/GUARDIAN/CARER CONCERNS

If you have a concern with any aspect of your child’s education, please contact the Office (5021 3311). They will:
1. Put you in touch with the appropriate person
2. Help organise a meeting with the appropriate person.
It is important that your concerns are addressed as quickly as possible.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
Parents/Carers please take note of Parent Pick Up times.
Early Years and Upper Primary Years: 2:40—2.50 PM
Secondary Years and VCAL. 2.50—3.00PM
This is to help ease congestion on Deakin Ave and for safety of cars and students.

