
Principal’s Report 

DATES TO  REMEMBER 
17 December—Last Day of School for students. 
18 December—Pupil Free Day 

MILDURA SPECIALIST SCHOOL    
Newsletter    No :   18                          DATE:  19 November, 2020 

 
We value being: RESPECTFUL   SAFE  &  RESPONSIBLE  

 
Child Safe:  Mildura Specialist School is committed to safety and wellbeing of all children 

and young people and has a zero tolerance for child abuse.  

Whilst planning is underway for 2021, staff and students are keeping structures in place 
and are continuing the learning. I was fortunate yesterday to be formally invited to judge an ice-
cream competition, along with Sharyn and Annette, in the Early Years' section. Well done to all 
the students for their sportsmanship and preparation for this event. It is certainly the weather for 
ice-cream!  

Thank you to all the students coming to school prepared for work in their school uniforms and with their 
water bottles.  

 

Congratulations to our Award winners this week.  
 

 
 

Transition: Planning is underway to determine class groups and staffing for 2021.  Our new preps visited 
the school on Tuesday and met with a staff member in the Multipurpose Room. Visits to post school op-
tions are being planned for graduates. Graduation events for Year 6 and Year 12 students are being final-
ised. Thank you to staff for all their planning for these important milestones.  

 

 

Thank you to Viv and John from Ace Cleaning for donating these 
sandpit toys.  

 

 

 

 

Kind Regards 

Penny Hale                                                                                                                                                          
Principal 

P.O. Box 63CP Mildura 3501                             
Principal:  Penny Hale 
Assistant Principal:  David Wright       
Email: mildura.ss@education.vic.gov.au       
Web Address: www.mildss.vic.edu.au 
(P) 50213311     (F) 50213314     

TERM 4 
SUNSMART  

 

Please note: The Department (which includes our school) does not have accident insurance. Items of personal 

property that are lost, stolen or damaged at school are not the responsibility of Mildura Specialist School or the 

Department. Staff and students are reminded not to bring items of value to school. 



 

 

 

 

 

Every year on 3 December, people around the world take part in International Day of People with Disabil-
ity (IDPwD). It is a day to celebrate the achievements of people with a disability and promote awareness, 

understanding and acceptance in our community. 

The heart of IDPwD are the events that schools, community groups and businesses hold to mark the day. 

Every event helps to make positive changes to the lives of 4.4 million Australians with disability and create 
a more inclusive community for everyone. 

The IDPwD website has teacher resources and encourages schools to find a day that suits, and use this time 
to start important conversations and celebrate people with disabilities. 

 
Darren Jones 
Student Wellbeing Coordinator 

 
NEWS AROUND THE SCHOOL          

STUDENT ART EXHIBITION AWARDS 
Following the recent Student Art Exhibition, an alternative to the Mildura Show student exhibition, all stu-
dents were presented with a Participatory Certificate for making a piece of work to display. From this group 
a number of students were acknowledged for their outstanding work. They also regularly demonstrate their 
ongoing focus and commitment towards expressing their ideas and thoughts through visual means, either as 
drawings, paintings, 3D objects or other media they consider suitable for the purpose. These students repre-
sent just a tip of the number of overall students at the school who feel comfortable to communicate and ex-
press themselves through the Arts. As this was the first time such an exhibition was staged at the school, 
these students were presented with the Big Step Forward Awards and a bundle of Art materials to encour-
age them to continue creating exciting things. One student was presented with the Grand Achievement 
Award.   
The students given these awards this year were: 
Big Step Forward Awards – Indy  (Room 2) 
                                               Memphis  (Room 9) 
                                               Lacey  (Room 23) 
                                               Tulisha  (Room 19) 
Grand Achievement Award – Ethan  (Room 21) 
Congratulations to the named students and to all students for participating! 

 

SWPBS 
To be Respectful at school I will:  

Lacey with her Big Step Forward Award 



 Principal Awards                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
Room 3 -  Eli: for fully participating in the PE basketball session then practising the skills at playtime.                                                                                                                                                  
Room 5 -   Jake: for sharing his prior knowledge to discuss an information book.                                        
Room 5 - Deshawn: for initiating conversations with different staff and students.                                                                                                                                                                            
Room 7 -  Noah:  for following staff instructions consistently in the playground.                                                                                                                                                      
Room 10 - Aiden: for listening and completing tasks for staff in the playground.                                          
Room 17 - Tobias: for persisting with cutting circles during scissor skills session.                                                                                                                                                       
Room 21 - Emily: for showing great improvement and confidence in reading.                                             
Room 22 -  Ethan: for asking what words mean, when reading his books.                                                    
Room 22 - Cody: for encouraging his friends to make good choice with their learning, through leading by 
example.                                                                                                                                                        
Room 23 - Sonya: for staying in the classroom and completing work with a positive attitude.                      
Room 23 -  Niesha: for exhibiting a positive attitude towards her learning.                                                                                                                                           
Room 24 -   Koebi: for participating in Drumming, when he was ready.                                                                                                                                                    
Room 25 -  Brodi: for completing his work, following instructions to grate and chop vegetables for cook-
ing and cleaning up afterwards.                                                                                                                
Room 25 - Zack: for working hard on his iPad ‘Book Creator’ story about Friends, making friends, being a 
good friend and sketching pictures to compliment his story.                                                                    
Room 25 - Darcy: for starting Morning Circle Time.                                                                                                                    
ILS - Thomas: for responsibly assisting Room 15 with their recycling on a weekly basis. 

SWPBS Awards                                                                                                                                                 
Room 3 - :  for sharing his iPad with a class member so they could communicate in circle time when their 
iPad was flat.                                                                                                                                                    
Room 5 -   Milan: for using her inside voice by independently adjusting the volume of her AAC device to 
an appropriate level.                                                                                                                                       
Room 5 - Annabel: for walking in a calm and quiet manner around the school.                                                                                                                                                                                  
Room 22 -  Jordan: for ensuring that play equipment has been packed up safely, and helping others play 
safely.                                                                                                                                                               
Room 22 - Hugh: for showing responsibility by making good choices during Soccer games.                       
Room 23 - Stephen: for using the basketball in a safe and responsible way in the Senior Yard.                                                                                                                                              
Room 25 - Zane: for participating safely in Halloween activities.                                                               
Room 25 - Sam: for working in a calm safe manner to complete Remembrance Day Cookies              
Room 25 - Brandon: for taking turns and cooperating safely during a cricket match with his friend. 

SWPBS 

VCAL students have created a range of safety signs for our 
kitchen. Students first created then completed a risk assess-

ment to identify potential hazards, then investigated how 
safety signs are designed and what makes them effective to 
reduce risk. Students then used their knowledge to design 

their own Safety Signs. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Early Years’ News 
 
In Early Years’ students have been learning about Sun Safety and what they need to do to protect them-

selves from getting sun burnt. Students have put on sunglasses, hats and sunscreen. They have been 
taught the importance of staying hydrated by drinking water and staying in the shade, when possible. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Last week students in Room 4 celebrated NAIDOC week. Students listened and danced to the didgeridoo, 
learnt about Ayers Rock/Uluru and made damper. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Primary Years’ News 
Teachers are writing reports and talking to parents and carers; students are doing a lot of assessments and 
showing teachers what they know. We are still learning new things in the classroom. Students (and staff!) 
are learning interesting things about different celebrations from around the world, as well as how these 
are celebrated in Australia. We have looked at Diwali, Hanukkah, Ramadan and Eid. It is great to see the 
different ways people like to celebrate different aspects of their lives.  
Students are wearing their hats this term and have access to Sunscreen in their rooms. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Secondary Personal Applied Learning News  
 
Last week was NAIDOC Week and classes participated in stories, art, craft, literacy and numeracy activi-
ties with a NAIDOC theme.  On Remembrance Day, November 11, students from Room 25 made Red 
Poppy Cookies for their cooking activity.  On Thursday 5 November, Room 24 students watched the 
‘Count Me In’ presentation. They watched and listened as students from Cairns sang the song, before stu-
dents from Sydney signed the song ‘You Won’t Bring Us Down’.   Preparations continue for our virtual 
Graduation presentation next week.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SECONDARY—VCAL News 

This term, Room 22 has been learning some new maths skills. They have been using balance scales to 
learn about measuring solids and liquids. They have also been learning about coordinates to help locate 

items on maps.  
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SCHOOL REMINDERS Cont…….. 
 

EXCURSIONS  
All excursions can be paid by instalments, either at the school office or 
online through the school account. See above for details for the school 
bank account.  
Please ensure all relevant forms are signed and returned with payment be-
fore the due date.  
 

CAMPS, SPORTS AND EXCURSION FUNDS (CSEF)  
The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF) commenced in 2015.  
Families holding a valid means-tested concession card (Centrelink Card/
Health Care Card) or temporary foster parents are eligible to apply for CSEF. $125 per year is paid for eli-
gible primary school students, and $225 per year is paid for eligible secondary school students. A special 
consideration eligibility category also exists. Payments are made directly to the school.  
CSEF applications forms are available at the front office.  
 

MEDICAL  
At Mildura Specialist School we have children who are at risk of an anaphylactic reaction to nuts in the 
school. Please be mindful of this when preparing your child’s lunch or snacks.  
 

HEADLICE  
As a school community, we share the responsibility to control and manage head lice infections. Head lice have been 
around for many thousands of years and cannot be eradicated. Supporting each other to minimize their spread is  
vital.  
It is important to check your child’s head regularly with conditioner and comb even when you don’t think your child 
has head lice.  
 

MEDICATION  
In the interests of safe practice, medication must be brought to the office in its original packaging by an adult and 
paper work completed to authorise school personnel to administer it.  

Please note: Students are not to transport medication to school.  
 
CANTEEN NEWS The canteen will operate each Friday; orders must be com-
pleted and returned to school no later than Tuesday morning of that week.  
Order forms are available from the school office or can be downloaded and printed from 
the MSS website.  
All lunch orders must be in on Tuesday mornings.  
 

UNIFORMS  
Our school uniforms are supplied by LASER SIGN & PRINT and are available from 3 Andriske Crt Mildura. Contact person is 
Darran Seaman, phone: 03 5021 1129 mob: 0429 437 858. For all other enquiries for uniforms please contact the school.  

 

PARENT/GUARDIAN/CARER CONCERNS  
If you have a concern with any aspect of your child’s education, please contact the Office (5021 3311). They will:  
1. Put you in touch with the appropriate person  
2. Help organise a meeting with the appropriate person.  
It is important that your concerns are addressed as quickly as possible.  

  
IMPORTANT NOTICE  
Parents/Carers please take note of Parent Pick Up times.  
Early Years and Upper Primary Years: 2:40—2.50 PM  
Secondary Years and VCAL. 2.50—3.00PM  
This is to help ease congestion on Deakin Ave and for safety of cars and students.  

PAYMENTS  
School fees, camps, excursion 
and cooking costs etc. can be 
paid to our Bank Account de-
tails are  
Commonwealth Bank  
BSB: 063 557  
Account No: 10080861  
Please enter the name of    stu-
dent and activity you are paying 
for.  
Thankyou  


