
Principal’s Report 

DATES TO  REMEMBER 
17 December—Last Day of School for students. 
18 December—Pupil Free Day 
27 January—School resumes for teachers 
28 January—School resumes for all students 

MILDURA SPECIALIST SCHOOL    
Newsletter    No :   20                          DATE:  17 December, 2020 

 
We value being: RESPECTFUL   SAFE  &  RESPONSIBLE  

 
Child Safe:  Mildura Specialist School is committed to safety and wellbeing of all children 

and young people and has a zero tolerance for child abuse.  

Staffing: On Fr iday we are sadly farewelling several staff members.  
Alle Kay is moving from the district. On behalf of the school community I would like to thank her 
for her work in a specialist role this year and wish her all the best.  
Hayley Draper, Sandra Mackintosh and Erica Credlin are taking 12 months leave.  

Congratulations to Kate Tyson who has been appointed to replace Hayley in the Leading Teacher role. 
Thank you Hayley for the support shown to students, staff and families during your time as Leading Teach-
er.  

Thank you to Judi L'Huillier and coordinators for organising the Summer Fun Day. The students 
had a lot of fun! We were so lucky with the weather  

Congratulations to our Year 6 students for completing their Primary education. Thank you to 
Hayley and Liz for your preparations and production of this special event which was held last 
week. The farewell flags were a lovely touch.                                                                                            

School Captains: School Captains for  2021 were presented with their  badges at Assembly last week 
after student and staff votes were counted following speeches by students. Congratulations to our new 
School Captains: Ethan and Haymish. Vice Captains: Shania  and Clare. Thank you to our outgoing Cap-

tains, Tulisha and Haymish and Vice Captains, Jasper, Ethan and Ma'Ata.                                                
Congratulations to House Captains for 2021:                                                                                               
Blue house captains - Adrian and Ali-Sue                                                                                                     

Yellow house captains - Jim and Chloe                                                                                                                
Red house captains - Josh  and Riley                                                                                                                 
Green house captains - Ashton and Libby                                                                                                            

As the end of the year approaches I would like to thank all our staff for their hard work during the past year 
to enable our students to achieve so much. Our students have shown resilience and strength this year with 
the new routines – well done to all. Although it has been a challenging year, we have found new ways to 

run assemblies, meetings and student support group meetings. Importantly we have stayed connected. 
Thank you for all your support and feedback during the year.                                                                        
Thank you also to our School Council members, particularly to our President, Connie Aldamiz, for all your 

time and work to provide school governance.  

Best wishes to everyone for a safe and happy holiday.                                                        

Kind Regards                                                                                                             
Penny Hale                                                                                                                                                          
Principal 
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(P) 50213311     (F) 50213314     

TERM 4 
SUNSMART  

 

Please note: The Department (which includes our school) does not have accident 

insurance. Items of personal property that are lost, stolen or damaged at school are 

not the responsibility of Mildura Specialist School or the Department. Staff and stu-

dents are reminded not to bring items of value to school. 



NEWS AROUND THE SCHOOL          
Principal Awards                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
Room 5 -  Annabel: for initiating the use of her talker to make a comment.                                                                                                                                                                                   
Room 16 -  Lachlan: for persisting with an activity using stickers.                                                                                                                                                 
Room 21 -  Jasper: for showing compassion and empathy to an upset friend.                                                                                                                                              
Room 25 -  Clare: for following a Gingerbread recipe sequence to make gingerbread 
dough.                                                                                                                                                  
Room 25 - Talitha: for participating in classroom webex online with her peers by asking 
and answering questions using conversation cards.                                                                                                                                                
Room 25 -  Zane: for allowing peers from another classroom to participate in a daily 
cricket match.                                                                                                                                               
Room 25 -  Sam: for being thoughtful and kind by showing empathy and putting his peers needs before his 
own.                                                                                                                                                           
Room 25 - Nash: for completing his work independently in readiness for making his Christmas cookie 
wreath.                                                                                                                                                    
SWPBS Awards                                                                                                                                                 
Room 5 - Deshawn: for packing up to keep a tidy work area.                                                                                                                                                  
Room 8 - Colbie: for playing tennis safely in the yard and making good choices during play.                    
Room 8 - Izzy: for playing tennis safely in the yard and making good choices during play.                                                                                                                                                    
Room 16 - Mirage: for ignoring loud noises made by others and choosing to walk away.                                                                                                                                                  
Room 21 -  Lucy: for being responsible by sharing cricket equipment with his peers, taking turns to bat, 
bowl and field.                                                                                                                                                
Room 21 - Theo-Ioannis: for being responsible by sharing cricket equipment with his peers, taking turns to 
bat, bowl and field.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
Room 21 -  Emily: for willingly completing the recycling process efficiently and without prompts.                               
Room 21 -  Chloe: for willingly completing the recycling process efficiently and without prompts.                               
Room 24 - Tahlia: for replacing the Covid Safe posters on her way through Parent Pick Up.                       
Room 25: for listening and following instructions before, during and after our SWPBS rewards excursion.  
Room 25 - Brooke: for cleaning up the floor space around her table independently.                                      
Room 25 -  Brandon: for being responsible by sharing cricket equipment with his peers, taking turns to bat, 
bowl and field.                                                                                                                                                
Room 25 - Zane: for being responsible by sharing cricket equipment with his peers, taking turns to bat, 
bowl and field.                                                                                                                                                  
Room 25 - Ethan: for being responsible by sharing cricket equipment with his peers, taking turns to bat, 
bowl and field.                                                                                                                                                
Room 25 - Jasper: for being responsible by sharing cricket equipment with his peers, taking turns to bat, 
bowl and field.                                                                                                                                                   

SWPBS NEWS 

What a year 2020 has been! There have been many challenges for student to show how responsible they 
are and how to stay safe during a pandemic. In each classroom students have been respectful of teachers 
asking them regularly to wear masks, wash their hands and to use hand sanitiser. Government regulations 
and routines changed often to begin with and students were resilient in adapting to the required changes. 
We would like to thank all parents / carers for following the guidelines and understanding that parents / 
carers were unable to come into school.  

Staying safe with hats on.                     Wearing masks. 



 
Early Years’ News 
 
The Early Years’ staff would like to thank parents/carers for their continued support during this difficult 
and different year. Over the last two weeks, the students have enjoyed participating in a Christmas Deco-
rated Door competition and the Summer Fun Day (with a sausage sizzle). The 2020 Preps received books 
kindly donated by Hammertons Jewellers, and all of the Early Years’ students enjoyed reading through 
books in their Christmas stockings. We hope everyone has a healthy and safe holiday period and look for-
ward to seeing everyone in 2021. We wish students transitioning to the Upper Primary section all the 
very best. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                            

Room 3 Christmas door with our own Santa.      Enjoying the slip and slide 
 
Primary Years’ News 
All Primary students have been very busy participating in a range of Christmas activities in the class-
room; making decorations and cooking. Room 8 have made Santa, elf and reindeer handprint ornaments 
from dough. Room 6 have made paper Christmas trees and decorated baubles filled with glitter. Room 9 
have made Christmas tree ornaments using coloured Paddle Pop sticks. Room 10 have made Santa Claus 
masks, using cotton wool for his beard. Room’s 5, 7 and 15 have been busy making gingerbread and 
shortbread to decorate. 
Last Wednesday, all Primary students participated in the Summer Fun Day. The students had an absolute 
ball and enjoyed the water activities (as shown in the photos). 
Congratulations to all the Grade Six students who graduated last Friday. 
The Primary staff would like to wish everybody a Merry Christmas and a safe, healthy and Happy New 

Year. And we look forward to seeing you all back in 2021. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Secondary Personal Applied Learning News  
Congratulations to our students for their perseverance and adaptability. We had a great time playing in the 

water at our Summer Fun Day last week, as part of our celebrations now that Covid restrictions have eased 
slightly. Christmas cooking and decorating was delicious. Students made, then decorated their Gingerbread 
men cookies and Christmas chocolate ripple wreaths. Rm 25 students also participated in a Webex confer-

ence with a classmate, using conversation cards to ask and answer questions. This was a very successful 
whole class meeting. We wish all our Graduates a successful future as they leave MSS for the final time 
and send a safe and happy holiday message to all PAL students and their families this year. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
SECONDARY—VCAL News 

Students in the secondary school have been enjoying completing end of year Christmas craft and activities, 

followed by a fun filled Summer Fun Day. 



Lunch orders 
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SCHOOL REMINDERS Cont…….. 
 

EXCURSIONS  
All excursions can be paid by instalments, either at the school office or 
online through the school account. See above for details for the school 
bank account.  
Please ensure all relevant forms are signed and returned with payment be-
fore the due date.  
 

CAMPS, SPORTS AND EXCURSION FUNDS (CSEF)  
The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF) commenced in 2015.  
Families holding a valid means-tested concession card (Centrelink Card/
Health Care Card) or temporary foster parents are eligible to apply for CSEF. $125 per year is paid for eli-
gible primary school students, and $225 per year is paid for eligible secondary school students. A special 
consideration eligibility category also exists. Payments are made directly to the school.  
CSEF applications forms are available at the front office.  
 

MEDICAL  
At Mildura Specialist School we have children who are at risk of an anaphylactic reaction to nuts in the 
school. Please be mindful of this when preparing your child’s lunch or snacks.  
 

HEADLICE  
As a school community, we share the responsibility to control and manage head lice infections. Head lice have been 
around for many thousands of years and cannot be eradicated. Supporting each other to minimize their spread is  
vital.  
It is important to check your child’s head regularly with conditioner and comb even when you don’t think your child 
has head lice.  
 

MEDICATION  
In the interests of safe practice, medication must be brought to the office in its original packaging by an adult and 
paper work completed to authorise school personnel to administer it.  

Please note: Students are not to transport medication to school.  
 
CANTEEN NEWS The canteen will operate each Friday; orders must be com-
pleted and returned to school no later than Tuesday morning of that week.  
Order forms are available from the school office or can be downloaded and printed from 
the MSS website.  
All lunch orders must be in on Tuesday mornings.  
 

UNIFORMS  
Our school uniforms are supplied by LASER SIGN & PRINT and are available from 3 Andriske Crt Mildura. Contact person is 
Darran Seaman, phone: 03 5021 1129 mob: 0429 437 858. For all other enquiries for uniforms please contact the school.  

 

PARENT/GUARDIAN/CARER CONCERNS  
If you have a concern with any aspect of your child’s education, please contact the Office (5021 3311). They will:  
1. Put you in touch with the appropriate person  
2. Help organise a meeting with the appropriate person.  
It is important that your concerns are addressed as quickly as possible.  

  
IMPORTANT NOTICE  
Parents/Carers please take note of Parent Pick Up times.  
Early Years and Upper Primary Years: 2:40—2.50 PM  
Secondary Years and VCAL. 2.50—3.00PM  
This is to help ease congestion on Deakin Ave and for safety of cars and students.  

PAYMENTS  
School fees, camps, excursion 
and cooking costs etc. can be 
paid to our Bank Account de-
tails are  
Commonwealth Bank  
BSB: 063 557  
Account No: 10080861  
Please enter the name of    stu-
dent and activity you are paying 
for.  
Thankyou  


