MILDURA SPECIALIST SCHOOL

Newsletter

No : 4

DATE: 12th March, 2020

We value being: RESPECTFUL SAFE & RESPONSIBLE
Child Safe: Mildura Specialist School is committed to safety and wellbeing of all children
and young people and has a zero tolerance for child abuse.

DATES TO REMEMBER

9 March –Labour Day School Closed
13 March—School Photos
27 March—Last Day of Term 1.

Principal’s Report

TERM 1
SUNSMART

Awards: Congratulations to our Award winners this fortnight and to Annette for
taking such lovely photos of our proud students.
Family Night: Despite the weather during the day, it was a really pleasant
evening. Thank you to all the families and staff who were able to make it to this event. It
was lovely to see the students showing others around and being so proud of their
school.
Well done to the students who made the impressive signs to provide directions to
the oval and to the toilets. Thank you to staff for their work to set up and pack
away.

Lake Cullulleraine: Thank you to Jodie Gibson and to all the staff who attended the
Lake Cullulleraine Activity Days. I was fortunate to go with rooms 5 and 9 last Friday.
The students enjoyed the bus trip and the activities with the archery and kayaking being
a highlight. Well done to everyone.

School Council: The next School Council Meeting is on 16 March 2020 at 5.30pm.
New and returning parent members include Stacey Drendel-Neyland and Bianca Bugeja.
Thank you to Terry Dyke for nominating as the DET representative. There is still one position outstanding for a parent member. If you would like to nominate someone or yourself
please contact Sharyn Morris.

PTO………...
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Privacy Policy: Our school collects, uses, discloses and stores student
and parent personal information for standard school functions or where
permitted by law, as stated in the Schools’ Privacy Policy For more
information about privacy, see: Schools’ Privacy Policy – information
for parents. This information also available in nine community languages. Please take time to remind yourself of the school’s collection
statement, found on our website https://www.mildss.vic.edu.au/
For more information about privacy, see: Schools’ Privacy Policy – information
for parents. This information also available in nine community languages.

Coronavirus - https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/department/Pages/coronavirus.aspx
This link provides information with the latest update as of 11 March.
Ten ways to reduce your risk of coronavirus
• Wash hands often with soap and running water, for at least 20 seconds. Dry with paper towel or hand dryer.
• Try not to touch your eyes, nose or mouth.
• Cover your nose and mouth with a tissue when you cough or sneeze. If you don’t have a
tissue cough or sneeze into your upper sleeve or elbow.
• Isolate yourself at home if you feel sick. If you take medication ensure you have adequate
supplies.
• Phone your GP first if you need medical attention. They will tell you what to do.
• Continue healthy habits: exercise, drink water, get plenty of sleep, and now is the time to
quit smoking. Call the Quitline 137 848.
• Don't wear a face mask if you are well.
• Buy an alcohol-based hand sanitiser with over 60 per cent alcohol.
• Get the flu shot (available April).
Shaking hands is optional!

Photo Day: Please remember to wear school uniform for the
school photos on Friday!
Incident on Wednesday afternoon: We were contacted by the Police on Wednesday
afternoon to let us know there was an incident on the corner of 14 th and Deakin Avenue after school.
The Police wanted to reassure us that the incident was dealt with quickly and that everyone
was safe. Please reassure your students if they noticed anything travelling home from school.
Penny Hale
Principal

Primary Years

Primary Rooms have been participating in authentic Literacy
activities. Students are demonstrating knowledge about characters in a
text by creating art pieces and illustrations to match stories.
Last week, some Upper Primary Rooms enjoyed participating in
activities at Lake Cullulleraine, such as archery and canoeing. Team
building tasks were also undertaken.
It was wonderful to see everybody at the Family Night.

SWPBS

Across the school students are learning about RESILIENCE, RIGHTS &
RESPECTFUL RELATIONSHIPS. This will also tie in with the learning of our
school values. This week we had the privilege of seeing students from Room 23
perform a rap about SWPBS they had written for assembly.

TOP SHELF STUDENT WORK REGULAR AS CLOCKWORK!

Daki, from Room 7, Cameron, Room 9, and Enzo from Room 24, are three fine examples of students who show their best side to working creatively during each of their Art
lessons. These students demonstrate an enjoyment in each activity that is introduced to
them and thoughtfully engage in getting the most out of the materials they are working with. Again, this is
a reflection of what so many students at our school do each time they set foot in the Art Room or have an
Art activity brought to their room for them to explore. This safe exploration in pushing limits of the materials and observing them help their classmates to go that little further makes these lessons excellent times for
students to practise their ‘Respect’ and Responsible’ values in the most positive of settings!
PAL Secondary section
Thursday last week was the final session of Lawn Bowls being completed with a mini competition and
BBQ afterwards to celebrate. Well done to all who participated and enjoyed learning some new skills.
Week six also had some of the PAL students venture out to Lake Cullulleraine to participate in outdoor activities….. although the weather had other plans!
Despite the consistent rain we had a little break where we could get outside and did some archery and most
of us even braved the impending threat of rain and tried kayaking. We all came off quite wet but all laughing and having a good time.
Basketball clinics will continue weekly until the end of Term One. We have been lucky to have some of the
Mildura Heat players working with us and teaching some skills of the game.
All PAL classes have begun some regular sessions about ‘emotions’. We have discussed how not only our
face changes when our emotions do but also our body changes too. We have had fun with this especially
when we had to use each other as mirrors and guess what emotion our peer was expressing.
TEAM BUILDING ACTIVITIES IN VCAL SENIOR CLASS

On Thursday afternoon in
Room 18 the class made
phone stands out of icy pole
sticks. Ashlyn and I worked
together. We both made our
own phone stand using a hot
glue gun and 10 icy pole
sticks each. I found the activity easy, I worked well
with Ashlyn.
By Ashley

What’s the scoop? The hard workers
of Room 18 Retail group are working with Didasko online. We are answering the quizzes during Retail
Theory on Wednesdays and working hard at Ritchie’s IGA Red Cliffs
on Fridays. This is a photo of me in Retail. I am learning
about food poisoning and safe food handling, in other
words I am learning a lot more. Also I took two years to
join Retail because I was a cry-baby, at least I am honest. I
am having fun in Retail, for those who are moving up if
you want to do Retail you can, it’s your choice.
By Ashlyn

This year I am learning Retail Services. The lessons are on Wednesday mornings for two
sessions. The first topic is Hygiene Practice, with quizzes online. I was challenged with
the work but I felt okay to do it. I get to sit on the beanbag every now and then to do my
work. By Indi

SCHOOL REMINDERS
STUDENT ABSENCES

If your child is sick or absent, you are required to notify the school as soon
as possible on the day of absence. Notifying the school of your child’s
absence either prior to, or on the day that they will be away, helps ensure
the safety and wellbeing of children and will fulfil your legal
responsibility.
If your child is absent on a particular day and you have not contacted the
school to explain why, the absence will be marked as unexplained.
Please notify the school by one of the following means:
- Phone: 03 5021 3311
- Medical Certificate
- Appointment notification
A signed and dated note with student’s full name

SAME DAY NOTIFICATION OF STUDENT ABSENCES

New Education Department Attendance Guidelines
Schools need to know when and why a child is absent and you need to know if
your child isn’t at school.
From the end of Term 2 2018, all Victorian government schools are required to
contact parents/carers as soon as practicable on the same day of an unexplained
student absence. If your child is absent on a particular day and you have not contacted the school to explain why, the absence will be marked as unexplained.
This system also promotes daily school attendance. Going to school every day is the single most important
part of your child’s education, they learn new things every day – missing school puts them behind.
What is your responsibility?
let the school know in advance of any upcoming absences or let them know in the morning if your child
won’t be at school. In order for schools to implement the same day notification requirement, it’s essential
that you provide the school with your most up-to-date contact details.
Generally one notification will be sent per family. Should there be circumstances that require both parents
and carers to be notified, please contact the school to make the necessary arrangements.
What is the school’s responsibility?
The school must notify you of an unexplained absence in relation to your child as soon as practicable on
the same day. We will let you know by phone.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Emergency situations
In the event of an emergency or if you need to contact your child, I ask that families contact the staff in the
school office who will pass on a message as needed. The school acknowledges that this new policy may
require some adjustments. As such, I ask for the support of all our families, staff and students in its implementation.

SCHOOL REMINDERS Cont……..
EXCURSIONS

All excursions can be paid by instalments, either at the school
office or online through the school account. See above for details for the school bank account.
Please ensure all relevant forms are signed and returned with
payment before the due date.

PAYMENTS

School fees, camps, excursion and cooking
costs etc. can be paid to our Bank Account
details are
Commonwealth Bank
BSB: 063 557
Account No: 10080861
Please enter the name of student and activity
you are paying for.
Thankyou

CAMPS, SPORTS AND EXCURSION FUNDS (CSEF)

The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF) commenced in 2015.
Families holding a valid means-tested concession card (Centrelink Card/Health Care Card) or temporary
foster parents are eligible to apply for CSEF. $125 per year is paid for eligible primary school students,
and $225 per year is paid for eligible secondary school students. A special consideration eligibility category also exists. Payments are made directly to the school.
CSEF applications forms are available at the front office.

MEDICAL

At Mildura Specialist School we have children who are at risk of an anaphylactic reaction to nuts in the
school. Please be mindful of this when preparing your child’s lunch or snacks.

HEADLICE

As a school community, we share the responsibility to control and manage head lice infections. Head lice have been
around for many thousands of years and cannot be eradicated. Supporting each other to minimize their spread is
vital.
It is important to check your child’s head regularly with conditioner and comb even when you don’t think your child
has head lice.

MEDICATION

In the interests of safe practice, medication must be brought to the office in its original packaging by an adult and
paper work completed to authorise school personnel to administer it.

Please note: Students are not to transport medication to school.
CANTEEN NEWS The canteen will operate each Friday; orders must be
completed and returned to school no later than Tuesday morning of that week.
For your convenience an order form is attached with this newsletter.
Order forms are also available from the school office or can be downloaded and
printed from the MSS website.
All lunch orders must be in on Tuesday mornings.

UNIFORMS

Our school uniforms are supplied by LASER SIGN & PRINT and are available from 3 Andriske Crt Mildura. Contact person is
Darran Seaman, phone: 03 5021 1129 mob: 0429 437 858. For all other enquiries for uniforms please contact the school.

PARENT/GUARDIAN/CARER CONCERNS

If you have a concern with any aspect of your child’s education, please contact the Office (5021 3311). They will:
1. Put you in touch with the appropriate person
2. Help organise a meeting with the appropriate person.
It is important that your concerns are addressed as quickly as possible.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
Parents/Carers please take note of Parent Pick Up times.
Early Years and Upper Primary Years: 2:40—2.50 PM
Secondary Years and VCAL. 2.50—3.00PM
This is to help ease congestion on Deakin Ave and for safety of cars and students.

