
Principal’s Report 

DATES TO  REMEMBER 
 
20 September—School Concert    
 
21 September—End of Term 3 : Early Departure 2.30pm finish: First Parent Pick up at 2.15pm  
 
8 October—Student Free Day  

MILDURA SPECIALIST SCHOOL    
Newsletter    No :   15                     DATE:  13 September  2018 

 
We value being: RESPECTFUL   SAFE  &  RESPONSIBLE  

 
Child Safe:  Mildura Specialist School is committed to safety and wellbeing of all children 

and young people and has a zero tolerance for child abuse.  

Awards: Congratulations to our  Award Winners this week. It was great to see so many awards for  students being safe 
and for making good choices. Well done to room 23 for their Safety Police presentation, compered by Darcy on Tuesday. Se-
lected students were very pleased to receive awards for personal space and following directions.  
 
Swan Hill Sports Day: Staff and students were up ear ly this morning to travel to Swan Hill for  the Regional Athletics 
Carnival.  We wish them well and look forward to hearing about their achievements on their return this afternoon. Thank you 
to the Sports Committee, led by Liz Patterson and Jodie Gibson for their many hours of organisation.  
 
Concert: The Concer t Committee has been planning a wonder ful event for  next Thursday. It would be appreciated if 
you could check your child’s bag/communication book for notes about costume requirements. We look forward to seeing you 
there. 
 
The Beat: Congratulations to all the students who per formed in The Beat last week at the Mildura Ar ts Centre. I was 
so proud to see the students perform and to hear all the applause from the audience. A big thank you to Emily Bradford and 
Judi L’Huillier and to staff who helped out at school and Parents/Carers.  
 
Today is R U Ok? Day – It’s important to take care of each other. R U Ok? has a website full of ideas. R U Ok? has developed 
four conversation steps to give you, no matter how young you are, the skills to navigate a conversation with someone you’re 
concerned about: 

 
Mildura Schools Land Trust: Please see the open letter to the school community, within this newsletter, about the Mildura 
Schools Land Trust. We are very appreciative of the ongoing benefits of the trust.  
 
Thank you: I would like to take this oppor tunity to thank the staff and students for  all their   
work this term. On Monday afternoons teachers have been collecting and analysing Reading data to inform daily practice in a 
continuing cycle of improvement. Next week teachers will present their outcomes to their peers. All staff will be involved in 
work to evaluate outcomes from their School Wide Positive Behaviour Support case study. It has been a productive term.  
 
Thank you to David Wright for all his work in the Acting Assistant Principal role this term and to Heidi Milner, in the Team 
Leader role.  
 
Enjoy the school holidays.  
Penny Hale Acting Principal  
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 SWPBS—School Wide Positive Behaviour Support 

 
Well done to Room 23 students who presented at Assembly this week, as our Safety Police. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  

Principal’s Award 
 

Congratulations to all Award winners this fortnight. 



           
 
 

  MASKS AND DUCKS SCOOP AWARDS THIS FORTNIGHT! 
 

Art Awards this fortnight went to Brandon in Room 23 and Brooke 
in Room 20. 
Both students, as so many at the school who attend Art sessions each 
day and week, did their best at trying to have a go and seeing what 
their efforts would produce. Not surprisingly, Brandon and Brooke 
discovered the more immersed they became in their project, the easi-
er the project seemed to become and the impact of their work be-
came visually more striking. 
With total concentration on their own work, these students demon-
strated how easy it is to work safely in the Art Room space. Because 
their attention was totally focused on what and how they were doing their own work, there was 

little opportunity for being distracted. This helped these students, and the rest of their classmates, to generate beauti-
ful, colourful and delightfully full of surprises creations!  

NEWS AROUND THE SCHOOL  

                     
Early Years’ students have been busily practising their concert items. The excitement is building as they 
enjoy dressing up in their costumes in preparation for next week’s concert at the Art Centre. Across the 

Early Years’ many students have been working on their Jolly Phonics letter and sounds in various ways. 
The Room 17 students practise their Jolly Phonic songs each day and are beginning to pick up some 
sounds and actions and have enjoyed the Train Ride Story. In the classroom students have also been 

working on Art pieces to enter in the Mildura Show including, painting, printing and collage and students 
continue to work our theme of ‘All about me and my family’. Room 17 students completed their Family 
Tree during an Art session.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Lower Middle Years’ students have been involved in a weekly AFL clinic since week 3 of this term. 

Trevor Ryan has supported students to develop a variety of skills for the footy field. Some students fo-
cussed on skills such as kicking, handballing and marking. Other students focussed on teamwork and the 
inclusion of others. Everyone involved enjoyed a positive experience. 

Art & Music Awards 



NEWS AROUND THE SCHOOL  
 

 
For Father’s Day, Room 22 students made biscuits and decorated them. Father’s Day cards were also 
made. In the Darling Room, students created paintings and decorated magnets that they had made in Sci-
ence. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Students have been working on Artworks to place in the Mildura Show early next term. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Some of our UMY students will be attending Swan Hill Sports Day today. We wish them luck and are sure 
they will enjoy the day! 
 
We are so excited for our Concert next week! UMY students have put lots of efforts into their items and 
we hope to see you there to enjoy and share the experience! 
 
We wish you a safe and relaxing holiday. 
 
 
 
In Science on Friday afternoons PAL students work cooperatively on different science experiments. Stu-

dents looked at raisins dancing in a cup of lemonade or soda water. Josie is quite excited watching the rai-
sins. 



HEALTHY COMMUNITIES  
 

Breakfast Ideas for Busy Parents 
 

A fresh omelet or warm pancakes might sound like an ideal breakfast, 
but who has the time on a busy weekday? Getting ready for work and 
making sure your kids are dressed and have everything they need for 
the school day take top priority from Monday through Friday. 
 
That doesn't mean, however, that you have to settle for unhealthy fast 
food or a donut shop breakfast. Try these quick homemade breakfast 
ideas instead to make sure you're giving your kids the fuel they need to start the day off 
right. 
 Cereal and milk with a piece of fruit. 
 Toast with cheese or tomato or a spread, and fruit or fruit/vegetable juice. 
 Toasted sandwich and fruit or low fat milk. 
 Toast and a smoothie (just cut up fruit like a banana and blend it with milk in the blender). 
 Try warm milk with your cereal on winter mornings. 

 

__________________________________________________________________________  
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SCHOOL REMINDER 

EXCURSIONS  
All excursions can be paid by instalments, either at the school office or online 
through the school account. See above for details for the school bank account.  
Please ensure all relevant forms are signed and returned with payment before the  
due date.  

CAMPS, SPORTS AND EXCURSION FUNDS (CSEF) 
The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF) commenced in 2015. 
Families holding a valid means-tested concession card (Centrelink Card/Health 
Care Card) or temporary foster parents are eligible to apply for CSEF. $125 per 
year is paid for eligible primary school students, and $225 per year is paid for eli-
gible secondary school students. A special consideration eligibility category also 
exists. Payments are made directly to the school.  
CSEF applications forms are available at the front office. 

PAYMENTS  

School fees, camps, ex-
cursion and cooking costs 
etc. can be paid to our 
Bank Account details are   

Commonwealth Bank  
BSB: 063 557 
Account No: 10080861 
 
Please enter the name of 
student and activity you 
are paying for. 
Thankyou 

MEDICAL 
At Mildura Specialist School we have children who are at risk of an 
anaphylactic reaction to nuts, eggs, seafood and kiwi fruit in the school. 

Please be mindful of this when preparing your child’s lunch or snacks. 

HEADLICE 
As a school community, we share the responsibility to control and manage head lice infec-
tions.  Head lice have been around for many thousands of years and cannot be eradicated.  
Supporting each other to minimize their spread is vital.  

It is important to check your child’s head regularly with conditioner and comb even when 
you don’t think your child has head lice. 

MEDICATION 
In the interests of safe practice, medication must be brought to the office in its original packaging by an adult and 
paper work completed to authorise school  personnel to administer it. 

Please note:  Students are not to transport medication to school. 

CANTEEN NEWS 
The canteen will operate each Friday; orders must be completed and  
returned to school no later than Tuesday morning of that week.  
Order forms are available to download and print from the MSS website.  
All lunch orders must be in on Tuesday mornings. 

UNIFORMS 
Our school uniforms are supplied by LASER SIGN & PRINT and are available from 3 Andriske Crt Mildura.  Contact per-
son is Darran Seaman, phone:   03 5021 1129    mob:   0429 437 858  
For all other enquiries for uniforms please contact the school.  

PARENT/GUARDIAN/CARER CONCERNS 
If you have a concern with any aspect of your child’s education, please contact the Office (5021 3311).  They will:  
1. Put you in touch with the appropriate person  
2. Help organise a meeting with the appropriate person. 
    It is important that your concerns are addressed as quickly as possible.  



SCHOOL REMINDERS  
                                

IMPORTANT NOTICE 

 

Parents/Carers please take note of  Parent Pick Up times. 

Early Years and Lower Middle Years: 2:40—2.50 PM 
Upper Middle Years and Later Years. 2.50—3.00PM 
 
This is to help ease congestion on Deakin Ave and for safety of cars and students.  
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

STUDENT ABSENCES 
If your child is sick or absent, you are required to notify the school as soon as possible on the day of ab-
sence. Notifying the school of your  child’s absence either prior to, or on the day that they will be away, 
helps ensure the safety and wellbeing of children and will fulfil your legal responsibility. 
If your child is absent on a particular day and you have not contacted the school to explain why, the ab-
sence will be marked as unexplained.  
 
Please notify the school by one of the following means:  
 Phone: 03 5021 3311  
 Medical Certificate 
 Appointment notification 
 A signed and dated note with student’s full name 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

SAME DAY NOTIFICATION OF STUDENT ABSENCES  
New  Education Department Attendance Guidelines 
Schools need to know when and why a child is absent and you need to know if your child isn’t at school.  
From the end of Term 2 2018, all Victorian government schools are required to contact parents/carers as 
soon as practicable on the same day of an unexplained student absence. If your child is absent on a partic-
ular day and you have not contacted the school to explain why, the absence will be marked as unex-
plained. 
This system also promotes daily school attendance. Going to school every day is the single most im-
portant part of your child’s education, they learn new things every day – missing school puts them be-
hind. 
 
What is your responsibility? 

let the school know in advance of any upcoming absences or let 
them know in the morning if your child won’t be at school. In order for schools to implement the same 
day notification requirement, it’s essential that you provide the school with your most up-to-date contact 
details. 
Generally one notification will be sent per family. Should there be circumstances that require both parents 
and carers to be notified, please contact the school to make the necessary arrangements.  
 
What is the school’s responsibility? 
The school must notify you of an unexplained absence in relation to your child as soon as practicable on 
the same day.  

We will let you know by phone. 

 
 



 
  
 



PICK MY PROJECT  
 
 

 
The Project Plan is to provide a structured play area that houses a large "Climbing Structure" and "Nest 
Swing" with soft-fall, where students can socialise with other students and be physically active. As stu-
dents’ progress to the senior area, there is a lack of structured play activities that allows them to be able to 
interact and socialise in an informal setting that enables all students of various abilities to be inclusive.  
  

 
 



COMMUNITY NEWS  



COMMUNITY NEWS  


